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ENLISTMENT 1

Basic Combat and Advance Infantry Training Fort Benning, Georgia 11-Mar-97 1

Airborne Basic Training Fort Benning, Georgia Late Jun 1997 2

Active Duty - Airborne and Special Operations Fort Bragg, North Carolina Jul-97 3

Air Assault Training Fort Bragg, North Carolina Jan-98 3

Special Forces Assessment and Selection Fort Bragg, North Carolina Spring/Summer 1998 6

Assigned as "18D" (Medic) -  

Waiting List for Formal Training
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 9

Resigned from Active Duty Fort Bragg, North Carolina 11-Mar-00 9

"9-11" North Carolina 11-Sep-01 11 Citizen

Joined North Carolina National Guard North Carolina 2002 11

Officer Candidate School Fort Benning, Georgia Mar-04 11

Commissioned 2nd Lt. Fort Benning, Georgia 20-Aug-05 12

Long Range Surveillance Airborne Infantry 

(425th Infantry)
Michigan 20-Aug-05 12

Jumpmaster School Michigan 2008 14

Pathfinder School Michigan 2007 16

Sniper Leader's Course Michigan 2008 17

Reconnaissance and Surveillance Leader's Course Michigan 2008 18

Combat Lifesaver Course 2009 20

Unit Movement Officer Course North Carolina 2009 20

Promoted to 1st Lt. 2009 22

DEPLOYMENT TO IRAQ 23

Mobilization Training Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Tacoma, Washington 6 weeks 23

Deployment to Iraq for Operation Iraqi Freedom 

(504th Battle Surveillance Brigade)
Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 2009 24

First Mission Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 31-Jul-09 26

Containerized Housing Units (CHU) Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 2009 27

Meeting the Iraqi People Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 2009 28

Christmas in Iraq Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 25-Dec-09 31

Returned to the United States North Carolina Apr-10 32

Awarded the Bronze Star Tal Afar, Iraq (Near Mosul) 28-Feb-10 33

STATESIDE BETWEEN DEPLOYMENTS 37

National Guard Joint Staff Training Course (JSTC) North Carolina 2011 37

Defense Support of Civil Authorities Course (DSCA) North Carolina 2011 37

Mid-Career Summary of Achievements 2011 39

MILITARY Iintelligence 43

Joint Force Headquarters-State Military Intelligence North Carolina 1-Jan-11 43

Military Intelligence Captain's Career Course Fort Huachuca, Arizona 2014 44

Promoted to Captain North Carolina 2014 45

Promoted to Major North Carolina 1-Dec-14 46 Major
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DEPLOYMENT TO KOSOVO 47

Call To Duty - Second Deployment North Carolina 47

Deployment Orders 49

Bon Voyage Dinner Lubrano's, Cary, North Carolina 4 Apr 2015 51

On To Kosovo Raleigh, North Carolina 9-Apr-15 52

30th Armored Brigade Combat Team Raleigh, North Carolina 54

Pre-deployment Training Fort Pickett, Virginia 23-Apr-15 55

Mobilization Training Fort Bliss, Texas May-15 58

Operations, Field Exercises and Testing
Camp McGreggor Range Training Complex, 

New Mexico
Jun-15 59

R&R El Paso, Texas Jun-15 63

Joint Multination Readiness Training Hohenfels, Germany 9-Jun-15 67

Joint Multination Readiness Training Wiesbaden, Germany 70

Joint Multination Readiness Training Grafenwohr, Germany 71

Joint Multination Readiness Training US Army Training Center, Hohenfels, Germany 72

Joint Multination Readiness Training Stalag 383 73

North Carolina National Guard and Maldovian Forces 

Joint Mobilization Readiness Exercise
Hohenfells, Germany 25-Jun-15 74

Fire Phobia Training Hohenfells, Germany 81

ON THE GROUND IN KOSOVO Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 30-Jun-15 85

The Kosovo Countryside Pristina, Kosovo and Surrounding Areas 86

American Embassy Pristina, Kosovo 87

Assuming Command of the 

Multinational Battle Group East
Camp Marechal De Lattre De Tassigny, Kosovo 4-Jul-15 89

Camp Bondsteel Ferizaj, Kosovo 94

Army Staff Seargent James I. Bondsteel

Congressional Medal of Honor
96

Ongoing Operations in Kosovo 99

Riot Control Exercises Camp Marechal De Lattre De Tassigny, Kosovo 5-Jul-15 99

NCNG Riot Control Role Playing Camp Marechal De Lattre De Tassigny, Kosovo 13-15 Jul 2015 199

Climbing Mount Ljuboten (Edelweiss Badge) Mount Ljuboten, southern Kosovo 16-Aug-15 103

Continued Riot Control Training Camp Slim Lines, Pristina, Kosovo 4-Sep-15 106

Multinational Kosovo Force Fights Fires in Mountains Dragash, Kosovo 5-Sep-15 107

International Run in Remembrence of 9-11 Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 11-Sep-15 108

Multinational Helicopter Mission Multiple KFOR Installations 18-Sep-15 1091

Halfway Report From Major Neil Edgar Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo Oct-15 1101

Operation Stonewall Ferizaj, Kosovo 16-Oct-15 111

DANCON March Mitrovice/Mitrovica, MNB North 17-Oct-15 114
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R&R Germany and Austria 27-Oct-15 119

Munich, Germany Oct/Nov 2015 119

Hohenschwangau, Germany - 

Castle Neuschwanstein
121

Berchtesgaden, Germany - 

Hitler's Eagle's Nest
123

Innsbruck, Austria 124

Triumphpforte Arch 

(Empress Maria Theresa Arch)
125

Operation Silver Sabre Camp Velro, Kosovo 18-20 Nov 2015 124

Riots in Pristina Pristina, Kosovo 18-Nov-15 130

Thanksgiving Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 25-Nov-15 131

Christmas Holidays Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 22-25 Dec 2015 132

New Years Eve Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 31-Dec-15 133

Two Months To Go Report From Major Neil Edgar Serbia, Macedonia and Skopje 6-Jan-16 134

Prohor Pcinjski Monastery 134

Skopje, Macedonia 135

Black Madonna, Kosovo 136

Pec (Peja), Kosovo 136

Prizren, Kosovo 137

R&R Prague, Czech Republic 16-Jan-16 138

Local Tension During Orthodox Christmas Djakovica, Kosovo 6-Jan-16 139

Riots in Pristina Pristina, Kosovo 9-Jan-16 142

Escallation of Protests Pristina, Kosovo 17-Feb-16 144

Wrapping Up 146

Transition Activities Hohenfels, Germany Late Feb 2016 146

Recognition of a Job Well Done - 

Lt. General Rrahman Rama, Commander, KSF
Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 26-Feb-16 147

Preparations for Returning Home Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 2-Mar-16 151

Recognition for Meritorious Service Camp Bondsteel, Ferizaj, Kosovo 7-Mar-16 152

COMING HOME 155

Kosovo to Stuttgart to Shannon to El Paso,to Texas Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, Texas 11-Mar-16 155

Texas to North Carolina Raleigh, North Carolina 23-Mar-16 159

Home Ginza Japanese Steakhouse, Cary, North Carolina 23-Mar-16 163

KOSOVO POST SCRIPT 164

STATESIDE BETWEEN DEPLOYMENTS 167

Winding Down - Intelligence Officer in Charge March 2016 167

Command and General Staff Officer's Course Virtual Classes in North Carolina July - October 2017 167

NCNG Warfighter Exercise Fort Bragg Summer 2017 172

North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters Raleigh, NC 2017 175

8

9

10

Major

TABLE OF CONTENTS & TIMELINE OF EVENTS (CONT'D)



viii 

EVENT LOCATION DATE CHAPTER PAGE RANK

BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE Botswana, Africa 177

State Partnership Program - Botswana Defense Force Botswana, Africa 2018 - 2019 177

Intelligence Fusion Training Botswana, Africa September 2019 181

Integrating with the Local Culture Botswana, Africa September 2019 184

NEW AREAS OF INTEREST 189

Promotion to Lieutenant Colonel North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters Januar y 10, 2020 189

Army Space Cadre Course Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, Colorado Summer 2020 194

North Carolina State 'G2' North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters October 2021 198

Establish a Space Support Element (SSE) North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters 2021 198

Licensed Pilot Inverness, FL November 24, 2021 199

LTC Thomas W. Knowlton Lifetime Achievement Award North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters August 22, 2022 200

Reverse Intelligence Preparation of the Battlefield Exercise North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters September 9, 2022 201

What's Next? North Carolina National Guard Joint Forces Headquarters September 22, 2022 202

SERVICE TO OUR NATION Rank Promotions, Awards, Honors and Recognition 13 203
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