APPENDIX I

DECLASSIFIED MISSING AIR CREW REPORT # 5083
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BA8I0s_ Uissing Adr Crew /.ellied papers res  Maj. Cas:, 72nd Sq, 3/11/44.

TC: Commanding General, XIII Bomber Comrand, AXC #

Attached hereto Misaing Alr Crew e or « CASS,
- 1 ! 2 ot audns € & 4 nr w 104
crew menbers listed as missinz in action, 51 1944,
e o e i
Por the Group Comnarder:

1 Tacl:
Missinz Alr Crew Report, 72nd Bamb Sq (i),
] & 3 - -
v/ @llied papers,
rllv‘\;
{/Ind,

360,33 2nd
HEADUARTERS, XIII BOMEFR CO'MAND, APC #719, 30 May 194.

TO: Commanding General, Forward Area, APO #7090,

For the Commanding Ceneral:

1 Inecl:
n/e

AG 360,33 (Y=5) 3rd W/Ind.
HEADQUARTFRS FORWARD AREA, APO #709, 1 June 1944.

TO:s Command’ zZ General, USAFISPA, AP0 #502,

1 Tnels
n/c,
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S#oT:l
~" VAP. DEPARTMENT

———-#ADQUARYSES ARMY AIR FORCES
: :. :. BRADURAS, Lt. “é., WASHINGTON
s, et 45" o

Pate NeES 7- ] ¢
IL?ORﬁ’.T: This Teport mll be compiled in triplicate by each Army Air
Forces organization within 48 hours of the time an aircraft

is officially reported missing.
URCANIZATIC': Llocation__ APQ #1324 ; Command or Air Force 13k 3
Croup___9N ; Bouadron_Tand Bemb (H); Detachment =
SPECIFL: Point of Departure__ APO #32k  ;Course 215° T H
s Typ: of Mission

Intended Douti:mtion_____,‘m_f&,_____ _Strdike
IEATHER CONDITICHNS AND VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CRASH CR WHEN LAST REPORTED __

CIVE: (a) Date_SeSebh 3 -ime ; and Llocation 1 ! B
of last known whereaboute >f missing aircraft. =
(b) Specify viaether ( , “ast Sighted: ( ) last Contacted by Radio;
( ) Porced Down; (¥) Ssen <o Crash; or ( ) Information not Available.
AIRCRAFT WAS 10ST, OR IS EZELIEVED TO HAVE BEE 10ST, AS A RECULT OF: (Check
only one) ( ) Enemy Aircraft; ( ) Eneny Anti-iircrafi; ( ) Cther circunsta-

nces as Follows

ATRCRAFT: Type, dodel and Series_ Bl J 110 ; iei.F. Serial Nunmber

RIGINES: Type, Model and Serics ; h.i.F. Serial Numbe:
b ; (e

INSTALLED WE.PONS (Furnish below liake, Type :End Serial Number

3 (e)

~

(e)_B¢ $lp) s
9. TiZ PERSONS LISTED BELOW WERE RFCRTED ASt (a) Battle Casuaity X

or (b) Non-Battle Casualily
10, NUMBER OF FERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Crew__&_;?assengcrs__o____;rur al__n
(Starting with pilot, furnish the following particulars: If More than 10
persons were aboard aircraft, list similay carticulars on separatc sheetb

and attach original to this form.)
Name in Full /?
Las: Name First) Rank

Crew Position K

3 > A 8gte ? ‘
11. IDENTIFY SELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO .RE BHEEV'D TO H.VE LAST YNOWLIDGE GF .IR
CRAFT, «ND CHECK APPROPRL.TE COLULN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAMF:
Checl unly Ona Column

Contacted Saw

Name In Full Serial By last Sew. Forced
(Last Name First) Rank Number Radio  Sighted @ Landing

1. stuarh, Wilish Ju, Ire C8pbe.
- M‘“"——“ 5

——

12, IF PEWSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO E.VE SURVIVED AlI'SWER YES TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWINC

STATHF"TS: (a) Parachutés were used__ X ;(b) Fersons were seen wallcuig awey

from Scene of crash 5 or (¢) iny other reason (Specify) Seem i NBSOTa. e

11._ ;.mmi.m PHOTOCGRAFH, MAP, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWING /PPROXIAL.TE IOCATION
mm'ASDSTm- S«=2 REFORT CF SEARCH ATTACHED.

e ATTACE EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTION OF CR.SH, FORCED LANDINC, OR CTHER CIRCULSTANCES
PERTAINING T0 MIS3INC AIRCRiFT. IETTERS ATTACHED

15¢ ATTACH 4 DF5CRIPTION OF THE EXTENT OF SEARCH, IF ANY, AND GIVE NAME, RANK AND

. __@oe attached letters,

SERLAL NUK- @R OF OFFICER IN CHLRGE HER: .

1RO L T, CRptidng ALr Corpes —
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SEVENTY SECOND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
Office of the Operations Officer
APO #324,

11 May 1944

SUBJECT: REyewitness Description eof Crash of Airplane #42-73149.
T : Comminding Officer, Pifth Bombardment Group (H), APO #324.

At about 1148 a Zere using a split 8 attach hit Major Cass's ship
in #2 engine and immediately that engine was feathered and within a few
seconds the engine was on fire and the fire spread to the trailing edge of
the wing within a few seconds. The plane ai that time seemed under contrel
but had slowrd dom. Shertly after the men were seen to bail sut, twe
parachuted out of the waist window and chutes opened and two more followed
but no chutes opened and they fell inte the water, at an altitude eof
1,700 feet, the wing was seen to crumple at the §2 engine and then the
plane deve into the water. The plane hit the water at 1152, Immediately
I called to the formation to fly top cover for me as I went down to circle
the survivors and te give them the fletation bex and life raft. Twe Zeres
were still above us and drepped phosperous bombs on us while we were circling
the survivors. Iy Navigator immediately gave the position of the survivors to
the radie operator whe in turn notified Dumbe, Hellandia and Les Negros.
After we had done this I teld the formtion te get on my wing and then returned
to base.

Captain, Air Corps,
Operations Officer.

s
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HEADJUARTZRS SEVENTY-SECOND BOMBARUMZNT SQUADRON (H)
Office of the ircvelligenne Officer
APO #324

7th May, 1944,
STANDARD MISSION REPORT
Field Order nos 61, Ammex 71, 127-W-13, 72nd Bomb Sq. (H). 6th May, 1944,
Two B-24 type airoraft,

Special search for missing orew gcnbor. from strike of 5th May, 1944 last
reported position of survivors 1° 17' 8., 137° 23+ B,

A/P #124 to 0601 K. Landed 1615 K, A/P #454 to 0612 K, Landed 1600 K.

Nil,

Nil.

Nil.

Nil,

N1,

Prom base direct to 1° 15' §,, 137° 16' B., oruising at 8,000 ft. at 160
MPH., at which point let domn to 1,000 ft. and begin search as outlined on
diagram attached to field order, 100% coverage of assirned area at al titude
of 500-1,000 ft. Sightings negative, Mild frontal condition over entire
route with few breaks, Visibility from 1/4 to 1/2 mile decreasing to nil

in showers., On return soattered cwmulus 5/10, lesscning to 3/10 at 2,000 ft.
with thunderstorms and showers at base,

Inzluded above.

Nil.

Vs
Victor D. Arana
Captain, A.A.F.,
Squadron 5-2,
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TWENTY THIRD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO #324 :

9 May 1944

SIAIENKENZ

on May 7, 1944, Lt. Pinnell and I went on search for the survivors of Major
Ccass' Crew. At 0945 we reached the area to be searched. At 1145 on the last leg
of our search, at 800 feet altitude, Lt. Westray, my Co-Pilot, recognigzed the raft
thru his field classes. It is very hard to recognize a raft and the green sea
marker even with glasses. The gold dust marker was easier to see but resembled
some streaks of smudge which were very common in the area,

On finding the raft with two survivors I turmed on the emergency IFF and called
GARDENIA on 4475 kes on voice, tut was unable to receive an answer, While I circled
low, Lt. Pinnell circled several thousand feet above me, kesning me in sight, for
better radio transmission. My Radio Operater tried to call MOMOTE on 6775 kes and
HOLLANDIA on 4930 (which station we found not to have been in operatiop by May 7th),
and AITAPE on 6608 and alse tried 7420, Reccon Day frequency but could receive no
answer, probably due to our low altitude. We contacted our group leaving BIAK on
strike and arranged for one of their planes to stop in at HOLLAXDIA and make certain
that GARDENIA was on it's way. This plane was given the latitude and longitude of
the raft. These planes kept reporting that they were unable to contact GARDENIA
until approximately 1400 at which time we heard GARDENIA had been given the s tory,
but we did not know if GARDENIA were coming. At 1430 we were getting low in gas,
were unable to get any further word from GARDENIA so we dropped the men an emergency
radio; a wooden case and containing water, food, sea markers etc; and an additional
raft all of which they picked up.

we landed at HOLLANDIA about 1630 and learned from the tower that two Cats had
gone up for the survivors., In the morning I learned both cats had negative results
and that the first had arrived at the raft area at 1530. The towar attempted to
reach GARDEMIA at 0900 but failed.

I went to CYCLOPS strip to spéak to Col., Huchisun, CO of the 10th Bomb Wing.
He said GARDENIA had been two hours late to pick up a P-40 pilot 25 miles from

7th after which they had gone up to find Major Cass' survivors. I
the location of the raft and the amergency radio they
re to escort the GARDENIA that day. Major Johnson
are based at HOLLANDIA strip. They wanted me to go
on accountof an engine which was running e

GARDENIA appeared above the fleld at 1145, which was the first time the tower
was able te contact her. With the P=38 escort GARDENIA immediately set ocut to
search for Major Cass' survivours.

An amphibious GARDENIA will operate from HOLLANDIA strip as soon as its nuse
strut is fixed, which should be by May 10th, Cel. Huchison, who was very cooper-
ative, said that he would be able to give much better service with the mgs‘iou
GARDENIA. S8ince I had done evemything I could think of, I returned to

A cr: ol 38 o™
Yl ZM lst Lt., Air Corps,
WILLIAM J.(8TUART, JR.,Z Pilot.

Captain, Air Corps

Operations ornm:
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TWENTY THIRD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO #324

8 May 1944

Radio Procedure After Survivors Were Sighted.

Purple 12 climbed to 6,900 feet and circled while radio operator sent
position in clear on (CW). (Sent urgent message on recco. frequency 7420 kes.)
No answer. All this time pilot was calling Gardenia 10 on voice, (frequency
L4T75 kes.) Emergency IFF was turned on immediately. EKept calling. No answer.

Later same message was transmitted on frequency 6775 kcs. Still received
no answer. We then tried frequency 4475 kcs. on (CW), with no success.

After trying for an hour to contact ground stations on (CW), radio oper-
ater sent MO's until we left area at 1445K. Pilot was cantimuously trying
to contact Gardenai 10 or Saloon on freqQuencyll75 kcs. Also tried VHF on
channel "A" occasionally.

At 1220K when strike airplanes were returning from target, we were able
to contact Purple LA on VHF. Purple 4A (Lt. Davis), relayed positicn report
to Hollandia.

Purple 12 and 13 left area at 1LLL5K after dropping all amergency equip-
ment. At this time we stopped sending MO's and turned off eamergency IFF.

On route back to Hollandia, at about 1515K, we finally contacted Gard-
enia 10 on frequency 4475 kes. We told them we had left search area and
repeated position of survivors (1020' § - 137°10' B).

1st Lt., Adr Corpe.

Cperations Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTHE BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer
15¢th Air Task Force
AFO §824

ROUTINE SECRET 10 MAY 1944

COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH BOMB GROWWP TEACUP
COMMANDING GENERAL, XIII BOMCOM, BEVY

FOLLOWING SURVIVORS OF BAKER TWENTY FOUR NUMBER "OUR TWO DASH
ONE ONE ZERO ONE ZERO NINE SHOT DOWN BY ENEMY FIGHTERS ON FIVE MAY
WERE PICKED UP BY BLACK CAT ON EIGHT MAY X FPUOT FIRST LINUT

WILLARD LOVE HORN ZERO DASH SIX SEVEN SEVEN SIX FIVE THREE AND

COPILOT FLIGHT OFFICER JOSEPH BRONCATO TARF DASI SIX OME EIGHT

T FIVE X COMMANIING OFFICER FIFTh BOMB GROU!* HEAVY THIRTEENTH
AIR TASK FORCE TEACUP SENDS T0 COMMANDING GENER/IL THIRTEENTH
BOMCOM BEVY X REMAINDER OF CREW MIA X BSEE OUR ZERO SIX ONE
ZERO TWO FIVE X SURVIVORS TAKEN TO HOLLANDIA BY CAT IN FAIR

CONDITION X

/l/ FAUL L. DRISCOLL,

J17 PAIL L. DRISCOLL,
Ceptain, Air Corpe,
Ass't, Oprnl. otﬁ.cor.
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v Major Gerald M, Case 9 ' ¥rs, Marie L, Cass, (*ife)
1628 Do la Vina,
Santa Parbara, California.

\/cqt. Ogear F. -u-pr :;-ui-::fw W, Wsner, (Mfe)
llunnio. Texns,

v 2nd 1. Anthony J Goode - Hinwa Mrs. Catherine A, Hassett, (Sister)
‘ 6% Myrtle Avenue,
i ¥itehburg, Massachusettis.

v 1/6gts Robers c\hp-l Il Mre. Lida L. Chapmen, (Mother)
i Red Springs, North Carollae.

V 1/5gts Vernsn l'. Packard 2o Mrs. Vernon E. Pockerd, (Mother)
!

v 1057 Olive Street,
* i Denver, Colorado.

j r/s.:i;o.m E. Swonnep dr. -2+ Mrs. Claudine B. Ceseell, (Hother)
y j 211-A Bouth.Starford vemue, "
/ ‘ \ Sichmond, Virginis.

Jﬁpl’. ’nlin D, Blumepthal . ) o Mry Bareld A, Blusenthal, ' (Puther)
; : 426 South Lerainme Boulevard,
Los Angeiwe, California.

v 8/5gt. Joseph Sleakinskt - 7 ipe, Julle 5. Borasii, (Mother)
y ¢ 12 Maple Etreet,
; Shelton, Commectieut.

/,,-/’C'v ¥elvin L. Colson ¥rs. Kathryn H, Colson, (mire)
y 866 South 30th Street,

Riehmond, Californic.
<L let Lte Willard L, Morn ~“*% )z, Addresses mot kmown,

" F/0 Joseph Broroate .. ¥ Adiressee not known,
W

!

{
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DECLASSIFIED BY AUTHORITY OF NND DECLASSIFICATION PROJECT 785072,
H.D. MAYER, NARS, SEPTEMBER 10, 1982, '
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