Granville Charles Schuch — October 1940 — August 13, 1945

Part 7 — Service to Our Nation
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17,400 miles traveled, fifty eight months of service, thirty six months overseas, six Christmases away from
home, seven countries, six domestic army bases, six months of front line combat, two trans-Atlantic
crossings — one under fire, three week convoy through U-Boat patrolled waters of the North Atlantic, two

years of enemy POW supervision, wounded in battle.




FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION, UNITED STATES ARMY

The First Expeditionary Division, later designated the 1st Infantry Division,
was constituted on 24 May 1917, in the Regular Army, and was organized on
8 June 1917, at Fort Jay, on Governors Island in New York harbor under the
command of Brigadier General William L. Sibert, from Army units then in
service on the U.S.-Mexico border and at various Army posts throughout the
United States. The original table of organization and equipment included
two organic infantry brigades of two infantry regiments each, one engineer
battalion; one signal battalion; one trench mortar battery; one field artillery

brigade of three field artillery regiments; one air squadron; and a full
division train. The total authorized strength of this TO&E was 18,919 officers
and enlisted men.

They were not new to combat, these men who drove through the West Wall and chewed up the
"supermen" defending it. They were members of an infantry division only too well known in the archives
of the German Army, a division which had never failed to take an objective or accomplish a mission, a
division which had been last in nothing except its departure from the field of battle and whose record is
appropriate to its name.

The oldest in the Army today, constituted during World War [, the 1st Div. was first to arrive in France. In
the last war it was the first to fire a shell against the foe, first to suffer casualties, first to capture prisoners,
first to repel a German raid, first to stage a major American offensive, first to enter Germany and cross the
Rhine. It was the first division to be cited in General Orders. It was the last division to return to America
after Germany's occupation had been completed.

During World War Il it was the first infantry division to arrive in England, first to invade North Africa, Sicily
and France, and first to smash through the supposedly impregnable fortifications of the Siegfried Line.

Maj. Gen. Terry Allen, its fighting commander through three decisive campaigns, once said, "Nothing in
hell must stop the 1st Division." Nothing has.

The insignia carries a past which symbolizes the spirit of these fighting doughboys. At the battle of
Soissons in World War [, a 1st Div. man cut a piece of red cloth from the cap of an enemy he had killed,
pinned it to his sleeve. A comment that it looked like red flannels showing through a torn coat brought the
present more compact design.

Shortly after the beginning of World War Il in Europe, the 1st Division was moved to Fort Benning,
Georgia, on 19 November 1939 where it supported the Infantry School as part of American mobilization
preparations. It then moved to the Sabine Parish, Louisiana area on 11 May 1940 to participate in the
Louisiana Maneuvers. The division next relocated to Fort Hamilton on 5 June 1940, where it spent over six
months before moving to Fort Devens, Massachusetts, on 4 February 1941. As part of its training that
year, the division participated in both Carolina Maneuvers of October and November before returning to
Fort Devens on 6 December 1941.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:US_1st_Infantry_Division_SSI.svg

A day later, on 7 December 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and then the United States declared
war. The division was ordered to Camp Blanding, Florida, as quickly as trains could be gathered and winter
weather permitted, and arrived on 21 February 1942. The division was there reorganized and refurbished
with new equipment, being re-designated as the 1st Infantry Division on 15 May 1942. Within a week, the
division was returned to its former post at Fort Benning, from where it was expedited on 21 Jun 1942 to
Indiantown Gap Military Reservation for wartime overseas deployment final preparation. The division
departed New York Port of Embarkation on 1 August 1942, arrived in Beaminster in south-west England
about a week later, and departed 22 October 1942 for the combat amphibious assault of North Africa.

As part of Il Corps, the division landed in Oran, Algeria on 8 November 1942 as part of Operation Torch,
the Allied invasion of French North-Africa. The 1st Division commander was Major General Terry de la
Mesa Allen and Brigadier General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. as deputy division commander. Elements then
took part in combat at Maktar, Tebourba, Medjez el Bab, the Battle of the Kasserine Pass (where American
forces were pushed back), and Gafsa. It then led the allied assault in brutal fighting at El Guettar, Béja, and
Mateur. The 1st Infantry Division was in combat in the North African Campaign from 21 January 1943 — 9
May 1943, helping secure Tunisia.
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16™ INFANTRY

The 34th Infantry Regiment and 11th Infantry Regiment consolidated into the
16th Infantry Regiment on 3 March 1869. The 11th Infantry's history prior to the
consolidation is normally included with the 16th's.

The regiment took part in some of the hardest-fought battles of the Civil War,
including Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg,
Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, Wilderness, and Petersburg. They took significant
losses during Gettysburg from a position between the Wheatfield and Devil's
Den. Two battalions took part in the battle of Stones River under Maj. Adam J.
Slemmer.

Following the Civil War the 16th took part in the reconstruction of the south and
then performed duty on the frontier-the Indian Wars.

The 16th participated in the capture of San Juan Hill with the V Corps in the Spanish-American War. The
16th later fought in the Philippine—American War. It fought 27 engagements with the greater part of its
activities concentrated against the rebels in the Cagayan Valley.

The 16th was one of 4 original regiments to form the 1st Expeditionary Division in World War |, later
known as the 1st Infantry Division. Throughout WWI the 16th participated in every major 1st Division
campaign. It was the first regiment to take combat casualties and engage German forces during the war.

In September 1919, the Regiment returned to the United States and posted at Camp now Fort Dix, New
Jersey. In 1920 the regiment was posted at Fort Jay, Governors Island, New York and would remain the
U.S. Army's "show" regiment for New York City. Mayor La Guardia named the 16th "New York's own" and
the "Sidewalks of New York" became the regimental song. The regiment would remain at Fort Jay until
February 1941 when reassigned to Fort Devens, Massachusetts and later Camp Blanding, Florida for
combat training prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941.

As at the onset of World War I, the 16th Regiment was one of the first mobilized for overseas duty. Still
part of the 1st Infantry Division, would take part in the landings in North Africa, Sicily, and Normandy. The
US 16th Infantry Regiment's 1,700 soldiers were the first American infantry to land on the beaches of
North Africa during Operation Torch. Fox Company, 2nd Battalion of the 16th Infantry was the first unit in
the 1st Division to take part in an offensive operation when Fox Company supported by Charlie Company,
1st Battalion, and George Company, 3rd Battalion supported by tanks from 1st Armored assaulted the Le
Senia Airfield just south of Oran, Algeria. The 400 Americans killed 270 German soldiers and captured 700
of them without loss. During the Battle of Kasserine Pass the 16th Infantry counter-attacked a line that
had been left open by retreating units of the 26th Infantry Regiment.
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COMBAT INFANTRY BADGE

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is the U.S. Army combat
service recognition decoration awarded to Infantry or Special
Forces soldiers—enlisted men and officers (commissioned and

warrant) holding colonel rank or below, who personally fought in
active ground combat while an assigned member of either an
infantry or a Special Forces unit, of brigade size or smaller, any time after 6 December 1941. The CIB and
its non-combat analogue, the infantry skill-recognition Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB) were
simultaneously created during World War Il to recognize the fact that out of all Army occupational
specialties, infantrymen in combat face the greatest risk of being wounded or killed under fire.

On 7 October 1943, the War Department formally established the Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) and
the Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB) awards in Section |, War Department Circular 269 (27 October 1943):

The present war has demonstrated the importance of highly-proficient, tough, hard, and
aggressive infantry, which can be obtained only by developing a high degree of individual all-
around proficiency on the part of every infantryman. As a means of attaining the high standards
desired and to foster esprit de corps in infantry units; the Expert Infantryman and the Combat
Infantryman badges are established for infantry personnel.

Moreover, War Department Circular 269 stipulated: ...only one of these badges will be worn at one time
and the Combat Infantryman badge is the highest award; the awarding of the CIB was officially authorized
with an executive order dated 15 November 1943; later, on 10 June 1944, the U.S. Congress approved an
extra ten dollars in monthly pay to every infantryman awarded the CIB—excepting commissioned officers.
The WWII regulations did not formally prescribe a specific combat service period establishing the
infantryman’s eligibility for being awarded a Combat Infantryman Badge, thus, in 1947, the U.S.
Government implemented a policy authorizing the retroactive awarding of the Bronze Star Medal to
World War |l veteran soldiers who had been awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, because the CIB
was awarded only to soldiers who had borne combat duties befitting the recognition conferred by a
Bronze Star Medal. Both awards required a commander’s recommendation and a citation in the pertinent
orders. General Marshall initiated this after Medal of Honor—recipient Major Charles W. Davis noted to
him that:

It would be wonderful, if someone could design a badge for every infantryman who faces the
enemy, every day and every night, with so little recognition.

War Department Circular 105, dated 13 March 1944 amended WD Circular 269. Page 2, paragraph IV.
BADGE--- Section 1, Circular No. 269 War Department, 1943, is amended by adding paragraph 8 as follows:
8. Retroactive award of Expert and Combat Infantryman badges may be awarded to any infantryman who,
on or after 6 December 1941, has established eligibility and been recommended for such award under the
provisions of paragraph 2b or paragraph 3. b. The Expert Infantryman badge may be awarded under
paragraph 2a, only to those infantryman who have established eligibility and been recommended for such
award on or after 27 October 1943.
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Post WWII As defined by The United States Army Institute of Heraldry.

a.

There are basically three requirements for award of the CIB. The Soldier must be an Infantryman
satisfactorily performing Infantry duties, must be assigned to an Infantry unit during such time as
the unit is engaged in active ground combat, and must actively participate in such ground combat.
The specific eligibility criteria for the CIB require that:

(1) A Soldier must be an Army Infantry or Special Forces officer (SSI 11 or 18) in the grade of

(2)

(3)

(4)

Colonel or below, or an Army Enlisted Soldier or Warrant Officer with an Infantry or Special
Forces MOS, who subsequent to 6 December 1941 has satisfactorily performed duty while
assigned or attached as a member of an Infantry, Ranger or Special Forces unit of brigade,
regimental, or smaller size during any period such unit was engaged in active ground combat.
Eligibility for Special Forces personnel in Military Occupational Specialties accrues from 20
December 1989. Retroactive awards for Special Forces personnel are not authorized prior to
20 December 1989.

A recipient must be personally present and under hostile fire while serving in an assigned
Infantry or Special Forces primary duty, in a unit actively engaged in ground combat with the
enemy. The unit in question can be of any size smaller than brigade.

Personnel with other than an Infantry or Special Forces MOS are not eligible, regardless of the
circumstances. The Infantry or Special Forces SSI or MOS does not necessarily have to be the
Soldier’s primary specialty, as long as the Soldier has been properly trained in infantry or
special forces tactics, possesses the appropriate skill code, and is serving in that specialty
when engaged in active ground combat as described above. Commanders are not authorized
to make any exceptions to this policy.

Awards will not be made to General Officers or to members of headquarters companies of
units larger in size than brigade.



RANK OF STAFF SERGEANT

Staff Sergeant (SSG) is E-6 rank in the U.S. Army, just above Sergeant and
below Sergeant First Class, and is a non-commissioned officer. Staff
Sergeants are generally placed in charge of squads, but can also act as
platoon sergeants in the absence of a Sergeant First Class. In support units,
Staff Sergeants ordinarily hold headquarters positions because of the
number of slots available for SSG in these units. Staff Sergeants are typically
assigned as a squad leader or Company Operations Noncommissioned
Officer in Charge at the company level, but may also hold other positions
depending on the type of unit. Staff Sergeants are referred to as "Sergeant"
except for in certain training environments and schools. The NATO code is
OR-6.

The rank of staff sergeant in the U.S. Army (along with Technical Sergeant (renamed Sergeant First Class in
1948) and Master Sergeant) was created by Congress after the First World War.

In the United States Army, a platoon sergeant is usually a Sergeant First Class and is the senior enlisted
member of the platoon, and is the primary assistant and advisor to the platoon leader (and acts as the
platoon leader in his or her absence). Unless the platoon leader has extensive prior experience as an
enlisted member before being commissioned as a lieutenant, it is likely that the platoon sergeant will have
a greater wealth of military experience due to the disparity in military service length between a new
lieutenant and a Sergeant First Class (typically a platoon leader has between one and three years of
service, whereas a platoon sergeant has from 7 to 15 years of service). Service experience, however, is not
a prerequisite for commissioning and command. On occasion, when a Sergeant First Class is not available,
either organically within the platoon or from another unit, a responsible Staff Sergeant will probably be
appointed to fill the platoon sergeant position instead. Here is an excerpt from the Army's Field Manual
titled "The Army Noncommissioned Officer Guide" (FM 7-22.7).

"While 'Platoon Sergeant' is a duty position, not a rank, the platoon sergeant is the primary assistant and
advisor to the platoon leader, with the responsibility of training and caring for soldiers. The platoon
sergeant helps the commander to train the platoon leader and in that regard has an enormous effect on
how that young officer perceives NCOs for the rest of his career. The platoon sergeant takes charge of the
platoon in the absence of the platoon leader. As the lowest level senior NCO involved in the company
METL, platoon sergeants teach collective and individual tasks to soldiers in their squads, crews or
equivalent small units.”

In the United States Army, a squad is composed of two fireteams of four soldiers each, as well as a squad
leader who is a Staff Sergeant.

The United States Army particularly emphasizes the fireteam concept. According to US Army Field Manual
3-21.8 (Infantry Rifle Platoon and Squad, formerly FM 7-8) a typical United States Army fireteam consists
of four soldiers:
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e Team Leader: Provides tactical leadership for the team at all times with a "Do As | Do" attitude.
Equipped with the M1 rifle, M16 rifle or M4 carbine. Is typically led by a Sergeant or Corporal.
Sometimes a Specialist.

e Rifleman: Is 'the baseline standard for all Infantrymen'. They are equipped with the M1 rifle, M16
rifle or M4 carbine. The rifleman is usually assigned with the grenadier to help balance the
firepower capabilities of the automatic rifleman.

e Grenadier: Provides limited high-angle fire over 'dead space'. Equipped with grenade launcher
slung under the barrel of their rifle.

e Automatic Rifleman: provides suppressive fire; equipped with an automatic weapon.

Progression of rank:

US DoD Pay grade E-1 E-2 E-3 E4
Insignia No Insignia A @ @ % % @
Title Private Private Private First Class Specialist Corporal Sergeant Staff Sergeant
Abbreviation PVT Pv2 PFC SPC! CPL SGT 556G
NATO Code OR-1 OR-2 OR-3 OR-4 OR-4 OR-5 OR-6

'2P4 s no longer an acceptable abbrevistion for Specialist

A Private is a soldier of the lowest military rank (no insignia).

In the United States Army, recruits usually enter the army as private in pay grade E-1. Private (E-2),
designated by a single chevron is typically an automatic promotion after six months of service. Private first
class (E-3), equivalent to NATO grade OR-3, is designated by a single chevron and a rocker stripe and is
more common among soldiers who have served in the U.S. Army for one year or more. Soldiers with prior
military training such as JROTC, Sea Scouting or similar program, or who have achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts or have achieved an associate degree or its equivalent are entitled to enter the
army at this pay grade. Advancement from private first class is typically to specialist, although occasionally
it may be to corporal.

Corporal is a rank in use in some form by most militaries and by some police forces or other uniformed
organizations. It is usually equivalent to NATO Rank Code OR-4.

The rank of corporal nominally corresponds to commanding a section or squad of soldiers. However, in the
United States Army, but not the U.S. Marines, a corporal is usually a fire team leader or second-in-
command of a squad of soldiers.
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OVERSEAS SERVICE BAR

An Overseas Service Bar is an accoutrement on United States Army dress uniforms
that indicates a soldier has served six months of service in a combat zone. They are
displayed as an embroidered gold bar worn horizontally on the right sleeve of the Class
A uniform and the Army Service Uniform.- Overseas Service Bars are cumulative, in that
each bar worn indicates another six-month period. Time spent overseas is also
cumulative, meaning one bar could be earned for two separate deployments totaling
six months.

The original concept of an Overseas Bar began in the First World War with what was
known as an Overseas Chevron. An Overseas Chevron was an inverted chevron patch
worn on the lower left sleeve on the standard Army dress uniform. The chevron was identical to the
Wound Chevron which was worn on the opposite right sleeve. During World War I, the chevron was
redesignated as the Overseas Bar and the patch adopted its current design of a horizontal bar.

HONORABLE DISCHARGE INSIGNIA AND BUTTON

The Honorable Service Lapel Button sometimes called the Honorable
Service Lapel Pin was awarded to United States military service
members who were discharged under honorable conditions during
World War Ill. The award was sometimes called the Ruptured duck

e The Department of Defense awarded the button between September

@ 1939 and December 1946 and it was made of gilt brass, except during
metal shortages during which it was made of gilt plastic which could
be traded in later for the brass version.

The award served several purposes. It served as proof that the wearer was an honorable discharged
veteran returning from duty. Unofficially, it was also used as an identifier to railroad, bus, and other
transportation companies who offered free or subsidized transportation to returning veterans.

Approximately 16 million men and women served in the uniformed services during the crisis, most of
whom were scheduled to be discharged within a short period of time during the general demobilization at
the end of the war. Clothing was already is short supply due to cloth rationing, and the immediate clothing
needs of millions of returning veterans threatened to crash an already overtaxed system. Federal law
however prevented civilians, even veterans, from wearing military uniforms under most circumstances.
The Honorable Service Lapel Button was created to allow returning veterans to legally continue to wear
their military uniforms while at the same time identifying that they were longer active duty personnel.

The discharge insignia, embroidered onto a cloth lozenge and sewn on the right breast of the tunic,

allowed its wearer to continue to wear his or her uniform for up to thirty days subsequent to discharge.
Some veterans wore the pin on their civilian lapels for many years after the war's end.
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PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION - ARMY

Description: The Presidential Unit Citation emblem worn to represent award of the Presidential Unit Citation is 1
7/16 inches wide and 9/16 inch in height. The emblem consists of a 1/16 inch wide Gold frame with laurel leaves
which encloses an Ultramarine Blue 67118 ribbon.

Criteria: The Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to units of the Armed Forces of the United States and co-
belligerent nations for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy occurring on or after 7 December
1941. The unit must display such gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission under
extremely difficult and hazardous conditions as to set it apart and above other units participating in the same
campaign. The degree of heroism required is the same as that which would warrant award of a Distinguished
Service Cross to an individual. Extended periods of combat duty or participation in a large number of operational
missions, either ground or air is not sufficient. This award will normally be earned by units that have participated
in single or successive actions covering relatively brief time spans. It is not reasonable to presume that entire
units can sustain Distinguished Service Cross performance for extended time periods except under the most
unusual circumstances. Only on rare occasions will a unit larger than battalion qualify for award of this
decoration.

Components: The components of the Presidential Unit Citation are the emblem awarded to members of the unit
and the streamer for display on the unit flag/guidon.

a. Presidential Unit Citation emblem: MIL-D-3943/32 (frame) and MIL-R-11589/54 (ribbon). NSN 8455-00-257-
3875.

b. Streamer: MIL-S-14650/5. Manual requisition in accordance with Chapter 9, Army Regulation (AR) 840-10.
Background:

a. The Distinguished Unit Citation was established as a result of Executive Order No. 9075, dated 26 February
1942. The Executive Order directed the Secretary of War to issue citations in the name of the President of the
United States to Army units for outstanding performance of duty after 7 December 1941. The design submitted
by the Office of the Quartermaster General was approved by the G1 on 30 May 1942.

b. The Distinguished Unit Citation was redesignated the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) per DF, DCSPER, date 3
November 1966.

¢. The emblem is worn by all members of a cited organization and is considered an individual decoration for
persons in connection with the cited acts and may be worn whether or not they continue as members of the
organization. Other personnel may wear this decoration while serving with an organization to indicate the unit
has been awarded the Presidential Unit Citation.

d. Order of precedence and wear policy for unit awards is contained in Army Regulation (AR) 670-1. Policy for
awards, approving authority, and supply of the unit award emblem is contained in AR 600-8-22. The policy for
display of unit awards on guidons and flags and supply of streamers is contained in AR 840-10.
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MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION

Description: The Meritorious Unit Commendation
emblem worn to represent award of the Meritorious
Unit Commendation is 1 7/16 inches wide and 9/16
inch in height. The emblem consists of a 1/16 inch
wide Gold frame with laurel leaves which encloses a
Scarlet 67111 ribbon. The previously authorized
emblem was a Gold color embroidered laurel
wreath, 1 5/8 inches in diameter on a 2 inches
square of Olive Drab cloth.

Criteria: Units are awarded the Meritorious Unit
Commendation for a minimum of six months of
extraordinarily meritorious conduct in performance
of outstanding services during the time of military
operations against an armed enemy taking place on
or after 1 January 1944. It is not required that the
service be in a combat zone, however it must be

directly involved in the combat effort.
CONUS and other units outside of the area of operation are excluded from this award.

The unit receiving the award must have shown devotion and superior performance of
extremely complex tasks that set their unit above and beyond other units under similar
circumstances with similar missions. The degree of accomplishment required is equivalent
to that which would justify award of the Legion of Merit to an individual. Rarely will a unit
larger than a battalion meet the qualifications for award of this decoration.

Awards are made to units for services conducted during World War Il if performed
between 1 January 1944 and 15 September 1946. The Meritorious Unit Commendation
was authorized for units and/or detachments of the United States military for
exceptionally meritorious conduct in performance of outstanding services for at least six
continuous months in support of military operations. This service must relate to combat
support activities and not be activities performed by senior headquarters, combat, or
combat support units.
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Components: The current components of the Meritorious Unit Commendation are the
emblems awarded to members of the unit and the streamer for display on the unit
flag/guidon.

a. Meritorious Unit Commendation Emblem: MIL-D-3943/32 (frame) and MIL-R-
11589/92 (ribbon). NSN 8455-00-964-4210.

b. Streamer: MIL-S-14650/5. Manual requisition in accordance with Chapter 9, AR
840-10.

Background:

a. The Meritorious Service Unit Plaque was established by War Department Circular
No. 345, dated 23 August 1944. The circular provided that military personnel
assigned or attached to an organization were entitled to wear the Meritorious
Service Unit Insignia on the outside half of the right sleeve of the service coat and
shirt, four inches above the end of the sleeve. Additional awards were to be
indicated by a gold star to be placed on the plaque. War Department Circular No.
54, 1946, provided that additional awards would be indicated by placing a golden
numeral inside the wreath.

b. DF, D/PA, Subject: Proposed AR 260-15, Unit Awards, dated 12 December 1946,
stated “In order to enhance the prestige of an award to a meritorious service unit,
the present Meritorious Service Unit Plaque has been eliminated, and in lieu
thereof a Meritorious Service Unit Commendation has been established on a plane
comparable to the Navy Unit Commendation and may be awarded to any type of
unit for meritorious service during military operations which, if performed by an
individual would warrant the award of a Legion of Merit.

c. InApril 1947, D/PA approved a new design of the Meritorious Service Unit emblem
that replaced the sleeve insignia to be effective 1 January 1949. On 11 April 1949,
TAG advised D/PA that the stock position was such that it would not be exhausted
prior to 1959. By Comment 2, 1 March 1960, DCSPER stated that for planning
purposes the new Meritorious Service Unit emblem would be authorized for wear
on or after 1 January 1961, with wear of the old one prohibited for wear after 30
June 1962. However, the stock level was still so high that it was not introduced into
the supply system until 14 July 1966.

d. AR 260-15, dated 16 May 1947, announced the Meritorious Unit Commendation,
provided for wearing of the Meritorious Unit Commendation emblem, and
provided for the display of the Meritorious Unit Commendation streamer, which
was scarlet with the name of the applicable theater of operations in white letters.

e. The emblem is worn by all members of a cited organization and is considered an
individual decoration for persons in connection with the cited acts and may be
worn whether or not they continue as members of the organization. Other
personnel may wear this decoration while serving with an organization to indicate
the unit has been awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation.

Order of precedence and wear policy for unit awards is contained in AR 670-1. Policy for awards,
approving authority, and supply of the unit award emblem is contained in AR 600-8-22. The policy for
display of unit awards on guidons and flags and supply of streamers is contained in AR 840-10.
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SILVER STAR

Description: The Silver Star is a gold star of 1 % inches in
circumscribing diameter. A laurel wreath encircling rays from the
middle and a 3/16 inch in diameter Silver Star of 3/16 inch in
diameter is overlaid in the middle. The medal is suspended by a
metal loop of rectangular shape with rounded corners. "FOR
GALLANTRY IN ACTION" is inscribed on the reverse side.

Ribbon: The Silver Star service ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide with nine

stripes. The first stripe is 3/32 inch in Ultramarine Blue, followed by
a White stripe 3/64 inches and an Ultramarine Blue stripe of 7/32
inches. The center stripe is 7/32 inch in Old Glory Red followed by a
white stripe of 7/32 inch, an Ultramarine Blue stripe 7/32 inch and a
White stripe 3/64 inch. The last stripe is Ultramarine Blue and 3/32
inch.

Criteria: The Silver Star is awarded to a person while serving in any position with the U.S. Army that has
been noted for gallantry in action. The act justifying the award of the medal must have been performed
while involved in military operations concerning conflict with an opposing foreign force against an enemy
of the United States. It can also be awarded for gallantry in action while serving with friendly forces
engaged in combat against an opposing military in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

Though of a less significant extent than is mandatory for the award of the Distinguished Service Cross, the

act justifying the Silver Star must have been carried out with evident distinction. Soldiers earning the
citation for gallantry in action, awarded to soldiers during World War I, may apply to have it converted to
the 9 July 1918, as a product of an Act of Congress (65th Congress, Sess Il, Chapter 143, page 873), the
Citation Star was established. The War Department Bulletin No. 43 dated 1918, announced the Citation
Star's confirmation.

Soldiers recognized for gallantry in action in earlier campaigns back to the Spanish-American war were
retroactively issued the award. General Jervey, Office of the Chief of Staff, on 25 February 1926 quoted in
part wrote: The Secretary of War directs as follows - The following is the amended version of paragraph
187 of Army Regulation: "No more than one Medal of Honor or one Distinguished Service Cross or one
Distinguished Service Medal shall be issued to any one person, but for each succeeding or act sufficient to
justify the award of a Medal of Honor or Distinguished Service Cross or Distinguished Service Medal,
respectively, a bronze oak leaf cluster, shall be issued in lieu thereof; and for each citation of an officer or
enlisted man for gallantry in action, published in orders from headquarters of a force commanded by a
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general officer, not warranting the issue of a Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross or Distinguished
Service Medal, he shall wear a silver star, 3/16 inch in diameter, as prescribed in Uniform Regulations."
The Citation Star was to be worn above the clasp, on the ribbon of the service medal for the campaign for
service that the citation was issued, per Army Regulation 600-40, paragraph 48, September 27, 1921.

The Citation Star was replaced by the Silver Star medal on 19 July 1932, by approval of the Secretary of
War. On the new design, the star would no longer be attached to a service or campaign ribbon. It was
now positioned on a bronze pendant hanging from the ribbon design. An Act of Congress for the Navy on
7 August 1942, and an Act of Congress for the Army on 15 December 1942, placed into law authorization
for the Silver Star. The desire for the medal to be issued to civilians, as well as Army personnel, was the
principle reason for the congressional authorization. The present statutory authorization for the Silver Star
Medal is Title 10, United States Code, Section 3746.
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BRONZE STAR

Description: The Bronze Star Medalisa 1 % inch in
circumscribing width star made of Bronze. Overlaid in the
middle of the star is a 3/16-inch wide bronze star. All rays of
both stars come together at their center line. "HEROIC OR
MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT" is engraved on the reverse
side. There is a space available for the recipient’s name to be
engraved. A rounded corner, rectangular metal loop holds
the star on the ribbon.

Ribbon: The ribbon for the Bronze Star has seven stripes and
is 1 3/8 inches wide. The first stripe is a White stripe of 1/32
inches. The second is Scarlet and 9/16 inches. The third is
white and 1/32 inches, next in the center is a stripe of
Ultramarine Blue and 1/8 inch. A White, 1/32 inch stripe is next, followed by a Scarlet, 9/16 inch stripe and
a White 1/32 inch stripe.

Criteria: Any person whom while serving in any way in or with the United States military after 6 December
1941, that distinguished himself or herself apart from his or her comrades by brave or praiseworthy
achievement or service, that did not include participation in aerial flight. The act justifying award of the
medal must be performed while fighting an enemy of the United States, or while involved in conflict with
an opposing/foreign force. It can also be awarded for heroism while serving with friendly forces engaged
in combat against an opposing military in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

Heroism carried out under acts as described, which are of a lesser degree than those awarded of the Silver
Star, will justify the award of the Bronze Star Medal.

While of a lesser degree than the award of the Legion of Merit, the act justifying the awarding of the
Bronze Star Medal must have been praiseworthy and accomplished with merit. It can be awarded for a
single act of value or meritorious service.

President Roosevelt received a memorandum from General George C. Marshall, dated 3 February 1944,
stating that: "The fact that the ground troops, Infantry in particular, lead miserable lives of extreme
discomfort and are the ones who must close in personal combat with the enemy, makes the maintenance
of their morale of great importance. The award of the Air Medal have had an adverse reaction on the
ground troops, particularly the Infantry Riflemen who are now suffering the heaviest losses, air or ground,
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in the Army, and enduring the greatest hardships." Two years earlier, the Air Medal had been created to

raise the morals of airmen.

In an announcement in the War Department Bulletin No. 3, dated 10 February 1944, President Roosevelt
gave by Executive Order 9419 dated 4 February 1944, retroactive to 7 December 1941, the authorization
for the Bronze Star Medal. President Kennedy, per Executive Order 11046 dated 24 August 1962,
amended the Executive Order to also include individuals serving with friendly military forces.

Per a study done in 1947, the guideline was put into action that gave the retroactive award of the Bronze
Star Medal to those who had been awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge or the Combat Medical Badge
during World War II. The decision for this action was based on the fact that the badges were awarded only
to soldiers that had suffered the hardships which had produced the support of the Bronze Star Medal by
General Marshall. Both of these badges required approval by the commander and a citation in orders.
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AMERICAN DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL

Description: The bronze medal is 1 % inches in width. On the obverse is a
female Grecian figure symbolic of defense, holding in her sinister hand
an ancient war shield in reverse and her dexter hand brandishing a
sword above her head, and standing upon a conventionalized oak
branch with four leaves. Around the top is the lettering "AMERICAN
DEFENSE". On the reverse is the wording "FOR SERVICE DURING THE
LIMITED EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE PRESIDENT ON SEPTEMBER
8,1939 OR DURING THE UNLIMITED EMERGENCY PROCLAIMED BY THE
PRESIDENT ON MAY 27,1941" above a seven-leafed spray of laurel. The
foreign service clasp is a Bronze bar 1/8 inch in width and 1-1/2 inches in
length with the words "FOREIGN SERVICE", with a star at each end of the
inscription. The foreign service clasp is placed on the suspension ribbon
of the medal.

Ribbon: The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes: 3/16 inch golden yellow
67104; 1/8 inch triparted old glory blue 67178; white 67101; and scarlet 67111; center % inch golden
yellow; 1/8 inch triparted scarlet; white; and old glory blue 67178; and 3/16 inch golden yellow.

Criteria: The American Defense Service Medal was awarded to personnel for active duty service from 8
September 1939 to 7 December 1941 for a period of twelve months or longer.

4. Components: The following are authorized components:

a. Medal (regular size): MIL-DTL-3943/228. Medal set with full size medal and ribbon bar.
NSN: 8455-00-269-5780.

b. Medal (miniature): MIL-DTL-3943/228. Available commercially.
c. Ribbon: MIL-DTL-11589/10. NSN: 8455-00-257-0513. Available commercially.
d. Foreign Service Clasp: MIL-R-41819/9. NSN: 8455-00-249-0187.
Background:
a. The American Defense Service Medal was established per Executive Order 8808, dated
28 June 1941, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and announced in War Department

Bulletin 17, 1941. The criteria was announced in Department of the Army Circular 44,
dated 13 February 1942.
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b. The ribbon design was approved by the Secretary of War and the Secretary of Navy on
January 7, 1942. The golden yellow color was symbolic of the golden opportunity of the
youth of the United States to serve the National colors, represented by the blue, white
and red pin stripes on each side.

c. The medal was designed by Mr. Lee Lawrie, a civilian sculptor from Easton, Maryland.
The model was approved by the Commission of Fine Arts on May 5, 1942.

d. The foreign service clasp is worn on the suspension ribbon to indicate service outside
the Continental United States. A bronze star is worn on the service ribbon in lieu of the

foreign service clasp.
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b.

Purple Heart

Description: A Purple heart within a Gold border, 1 3/8 inches
wide, containing a profile of General George Washington.
Above the heart appears a shield of the Washington Coat of
Arms (a White shield with two Red bars and three Red stars in
chief) between sprays of Green leaves. The reverse consists of
a raised Bronze heart with the words "FOR MILITARY MERIT"
below the coat of arms and leaves.

Ribbon: The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the
following stripes: 1/8 inch White 67101; 1 1/8 inches Purple
67115; and 1/8 inch White 67101.

Criteria: a. The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of the
President of the United States to any member of an Armed
Force who, while serving with the U.S. Armed Services after 5
April 1917, has been wounded or killed, or who has died or
may hereafter die after being wounded;

(1) In any action against an enemy of the United States;

(2) In any action with an opposing armed force of a foreign country in which the Armed
Forces of the United States are or have been engaged;

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party;

(4) As aresult of an act of any such enemy of opposing armed forces;

(5) Asthe result of an act of any hostile foreign force;

(6) After 28 March 1973, as a result of an international terrorist attack against the United
States or a foreign nation friendly to the United States, recognized as such an attack by
the Secretary of the department concerned, or jointly by the Secretaries of the
departments concerned if persons from more than one department are wounded in the
attack; or,

(7) After 28 March 1973, as a result of military operations, while serving outside the territory
of the United States as part of a peacekeeping force.

(8) After 7 December 1941, by weapon fire while directly engaged in armed conflict,
regardless of the fire causing the wound.

(9) While held as a prisoner of war or while being taken captive.

A wound for which the award is made must have required treatment by a medical officer.
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Components:

o T

Decoration (regular size): MIL-D-3943/24; NSN for set 8455-00-269-5757; individual medal 8455-
00-246-3833.

Decoration (miniature size): MIL-D-3943//24.

Ribbon: MIL-R-11589/126. NSN 8455-00-9948.

Lapel Button (metal replica of ribbon bar): MIL-L-11484/18. NSN 8455-00-253-0818.

Background:

The original Purple Heart, designated as the Badge of Military Merit, was established by General
George Washington by order from his headquarters at Newburgh, New York, August 7, 1782. The
writings of General Washington quoted in part:

"The General ever desirous to cherish a virtuous ambition in his soldiers, as well as to foster and
encourage every species of Military Merit, directs that whenever any singularly meritorious action
is performed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear on his facings over the left breast, the
figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk, edged with narrow lace or binding. Not only instances of
unusual gallantry, but also of extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet
with a due reward".

So far as the known surviving records show, this honor badge was granted to only three men, all
of them noncommissioned officers: Sergeant Daniel Bissell of the 2d Connecticut Regiment of the
Continental Line; Sergeant William Brown of the 5th Connecticut Regiment of the Continental
Line, and Sergeant Elijah Churchill of the 2d Continental Dragoons, which was also a Connecticut
Regiment. The original Purple Heart depicted on the first page is a copy of the badge awarded to
Sergeant Elijah Churchill and is now owned by the New Windsor Cantonment, National Temple Hill
Association, PO Box 525, Vails Gate, NY 12584. The only other known original badge is the badge
awarded to Sergeant William Brown and is in the possession of The Society of the Cincinnati, New
Hampshire Branch but differs in design by not having any lettering embroidered on the heart and
the leaves are at the top only with a larger spray of leaves at the base.

Subsequent to the Revolution, the Order of the Purple Heart had fallen into disuse and no further
awards were made. By Order of the President of the United States, the Purple Heart was revived
on the 200th Anniversary of George Washington's birth, out of respect to his memory and military
achievements, by War Department General Orders No. 3, dated 22 February 1932. The criteria
was announced in War Department Circular dated 22 February 1932 and authorized award to
soldiers, upon their request, who had been awarded the Meritorious Service Citation Certificate or
were authorized to wear wound chevrons subsequent to 5 April 1917.

During the early period of World War 1l (7 Dec 41 to 22 Sep 43), the Purple Heart was awarded
both for wounds received in action against the enemy and for meritorious performance of duty.
With the establishment of the Legion of Merit, by an Act of Congress, the practice of awarding the
Purple Heart for meritorious service was discontinued. By Executive Order 9277, dated 3
December 1942, the decoration was extended to be applicable to all services and the order
required that regulations of the Services be uniform in application as far as practicable. This
executive order also authorized award only for wounds received.

Executive Order 10409, dated 12 February 1952, revised authorizations to include the Service
Secretaries subject to approval of the Secretary of Defense. Executive Order 11016, dated 25 April
1962, included provisions for posthumous award of the Purple Heart. Executive Order 12464,
dated 23 February 1984, authorized award of the Purple Heart as a result of terrorist attacks or
while serving as part of a peacekeeping force subsequent to 28 March 1973.
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The Senate approved an amendment to the 1985 Defense Authorization Bill on 13 June 1985,
which changed the precedent from immediately above the Good Conduct Medal to immediately
above the Meritorious Service Medals. Public Law 99-145 authorized the award for wounds
received as a result of "friendly fire". Public Law 104-106 expanded the eligibility date, authorizing
award of the Purple Heart to a former prisoner of war who was wounded before 25 April 1962.
The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year1998 (Public Law 105-85) changed the
criteria to delete authorization for award of the Purple Heart Medal to any civilian national of the
United States while serving under competent authority in any capacity with the Armed Forces.
This change was effective 18 May 1998.

Order of precedence and wear of decorations is contained in Army Regulation 670-1. Policy for
awards, approving authority, supply, and issue of decorations is contained in AR 600-8-22.
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ARMY GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL

Description: The Bronze medal is 1 % inches in width. On the
obverse is an American bald eagle with wings spread (denotes
vigilance and superiority) perched on a sword (denoting loyalty)
and atop a book (denoting knowledge acquired and ability gained.
The eagle is encircled by the words “EFFICIENCY, HONOR and
FIDELITY”. On the reverse, a lone star denotes merit and the
wreath of laurel and oak leaves denotes reward and strength.
Included on the reverse are the words “FOR GOOD CONDUCT”.

iy

Criteria: The award is for soldiers completing three years "honorable and faithful service" active service
after 28 June 1941. Such service implies that a standard enlistment was completed without any non-
judicial punishments, disciplinary infractions, or court martial offenses. If a service member commits an
offense, the three-year mark "resets" and a service member must perform an additional three years of
service without having to be disciplined, before the Good Conduct may be authorized.

Ribbon: The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the
following stripes: 1/16 inch Scarlet; 1/16 inch White; 1/16 inch
Scarlet; 1/16 inch White; 1/16 inch Scarlet; 1/16 inch White;
center 1/2 inch Scarlet; 1/16 inch White; 1/16 inch Scarlet; 1/16
inch White; 1/16 inch Scarlet; 1/16 inch White; center 1/16 inch
Scarlet.

The criteria was amended by Executive Order 9323, dated 31 March 1943, to authorize award for three
years service after 7 December 1941 or one year service while the United States is at war. Executive Order
10444, dated 10 April 1953, revised the criteria to authorize award for three years service after 27 August
1940; one year service after 7 December 1941 while the United States is at war; and award for the first
award for service after 27 June 1950 upon termination of service, for periods less than three years, but
more than one year.The Good Conduct Medal is awarded to any active-duty enlisted member of the
United States military who completes three consecutive years of. The Good Conduct Medal may also be
awarded posthumously, to any service member killed in the line of duty.

Background:

a. The Good Conduct Medal is one of the oldest military awards of the United States military.
The Navy Good Conduct Medal was first issued in 1869, followed by a Marine version in
1896. The Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal was issued in 1923 and the Army Good
Conduct Medal in 1941.
b. The Army Good Conduct Medal was established by Executive Order 8809, dated 28 June 1941. It
was designed by Mr. Joseph Kiselewski and approved by the Secretary of War on 30 October 1942.
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The Air Force was the last service to create a Good Conduct Medal authorized by Congress on 6
July 1960, but not created until 1 June 1963. The USAF discontinued the Good Conduct Medal for
a brief period from February 2006 to February 2009.

Between 1947 and 1963, Air Force personnel were issued the Army Good Conduct Medal. For
those serving both before and after 1963, both the Army and Air Force Good Conduct Medals
could be worn simultaneously on an Air Force uniform.

All Good Conduct Medals are the same as the Army Good Conduct Medal, except for the colors of

the ribbons.

& i

ribbonz: Army, Marine Corps, Mawy, Air Force, and

Coast Querd

The Air Force Good Conduct Medal has remained unchanged in appearance since its original
design over forty years ago.

Additional awards of the Air Force Good Conduct Medal are denoted by oak leaf clusters.

The criteria for award of the Air Force Good Conduct medal are as follows: It is awarded to Air
Force enlisted personnel during a three-year period of active military service or for a one-year
period of service during a time of war. Airmen awarded this medal must have had character and
efficiency ratings of excellent or higher throughout the qualifying period including time spent in
attendance at service schools, and there must have been no convictions of court martial during
this period.

In October 2005, the 97th Air Force Uniform Board met and considered discontinuing the medal
with the rationale that good conduct of Airmen is the expected standard, not an exceptional
occurrence worthy of recognition. The decision was finalized on 8 February 2006 and the medal
was no longer issued. Airmen who had previously earned the Good Conduct Medal were still
authorized to wear it.

On May 2008, Air Force officials reconsidered the policy. On 11 February 2009, the medal was

reinstated and made retroactive to 8 February 2006, with all eligible recipients being awarded the
medal automatically.
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EUROPE/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST CANPAIGN MEDAL

Description: The Bronze medal is 1 % inches in width. On the
obverse is a LST landing craft and troops landing under fire with
an airplane in the background below the words "EUROPEAN
AFRICAN MIDDLE EASTERN CAMPAIGN". On the reverse, an
American bald eagle close between the dates "1941 - 1945" and
the words "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA".

Ribbon: The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the
following stripes: 3/16 inch Brown 67136; 1/16 inch Irish Green
67189; 1/16 inch White 67101; 1/16 inch Scarlet 67111; % inch
Irish Green; center 1/8 inch triparted Old Glory Blue 67178, White
and Scarlet; % inch Irish Green; 1/16 inch White; 1/16 inch Black
67138; 1/16 inch White; and 3/16 inch Brown.

Criteria: a. The European-African-Middle Eastern (EAME) Campaign Medal was awarded to personnel for
service within the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater between 7 December 1941 and 8 November
1945 under any of the following conditions:

(1) On permanent assignment.

(2) In a passenger status or on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 60 days not consecutive.

(3) Area:

a.

a.In active combat against the enemy and was awarded a combat decoration or furnished
a certificate by the commanding general of a corps, higher unit, or independent force that
he actually participated in combat.

The western boundary of EAME Theater is from the North Pole, south along the 75th
meridian west longitude to the 77th parallel north latitude, then southeast through Davis
Strait to the intersection of the 40th parallel north latitude and the 35th meridian west
longitude, then south along the meridian to the 10th parallel north latitude, then
southeast to the intersection of the Equator and the 20th meridian west longitude, then
along the 20th meridian west longitude to the South Pole. The eastern boundary of the
EAME Theater is from the North Pole south along the 60th meridian east longitude to its
intersection with the east boundary of Iran, then south along the Iran boundary to the
Gulf of Oman and the intersection of the 60th meridian east longitude, then south along
the 60th meridian east longitude to the South Pole. The EAME Theater included Europe,
European Russia, Greenland, Iceland, Africa, Iran, Iraqg, and Turkey.
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Components: The following are authorized components:
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Background:

Medal (regular size): MIL-DTL-3943/248. Medal set with full size medal and ribbon bar.
NSN 8455-00-269-5768.

Medal (miniature): MIL-DTL-3943/248. Available commercially.

Ribbon: MIL-DTL-11589/57. NSN 8455-00-257-0537. Available commercially.

Streamer: The EAME Campaign ribbon is used as a streamer for 16 streamers on the Army
flag. Units that receive campaign credit display the streamers for the applicable campaigns
in which they participated.

The EAME Campaign Medal was established per Executive Order 9265, dated 6 November
1942, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and announced in War Department Bulletin 56,
1942. The criteria was initially announced in Department of the Army (DA) Circular 84,
dated 25 March 1948, and subsequently published in Army Regulation 600-65, dated 22
September 1948.

The ribbon design was approved by the Secretary of War in December 1942. The brown
represents the sands of Africa and the green represents the green fields of Europe. The
center blue, white, and red stripes are taken from the American Defense Service Medal
ribbon and refers to the continuance of American Defense after Pearl Harbor. Green,
white and red are the Italian colors and the white and black colors represent Germany.
The medal was designed by Mr. Thomas Hudson Jones, based on General Eisenhower’s
request that the medal include an invasion scene. The reverse side was designed by Mr. A.
A. Weinman and is the same design as used on the reverse of the Asiatic-Pacific and
American Campaign Medals. The medal design was submitted to the Commission of Fine
Arts on 17 September 1946 and the first sample was completed in July 1947. General
Eisenhower was presented the first medal on 24 July 1947.

A bronze star is worn on the ribbon to indicate participation in designated campaigns. The
designated campaigns for the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater are:

Egypt-Libya 11 Jun 42 - 12 Feb 43
Air Offensive, Europe 4 Jul 42 - 5 Jun 44
Algeria-French Morocco 8-11 Nov 42
¥ Tunisia 12 Nov 42 - 13 May 43
Sicily 14 May 43 - 17 Aug 43
Naples-Foggia 18 Aug 43 - 21 Jan 44
Anzio 22 Jan 44 - 24 May 44
Rome-Arno 22 Jan 44 -9 Sep 44
Normandy 6 Jun 44 - 24 Jul 44
Northern France 25 Jul 44 - 14 Sep 44
Southern France 15 Aug 44 - 14 Sep 44
Northern Apennines 10 Sep 44 - 4 Apr 45
Rhineland 15 Sep 44 - 21 Mar 45
Ardennes-Alsace 16 Dec 44 - 25 Jan 45
Central Europe 22 Mar 45 - 11 May 45
Po Valley 5 Apr 45 - 8 May 45
* Antisubmarine 7 Dec 41 - 2 Sep 45
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* Ground Combat 7 Dec 41 - 2 Sep 45
* Air Combat: 7 Dec 41 - 2 Sep 45
* These campaigns are not displayed as streamers on the Army flag.

A bronze arrowhead is worn on the ribbon to indicate participation in a combat parachute
jump, combat glider landing, or amphibious assault landing within the EAME Theater.
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WWII VICTORY MEDAL

Description: The bronze medal is 1 3/8 inches in width. On the obverse
is a figure of Liberation standing full length with head turned to dexter
looking to the dawn of a new day, right foot resting on a war god’s
helmet with the hilt of a broken sword in the right hand and the broken
blade in the left hand, the inscription "WORLD WAR II" placed
immediately below the center. On the reverse are the inscriptions
"FREEDOM FROM FEAR AND WANT" and "FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND
RELIGION" separated by a palm branch, all within a circle composed of
the words "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1914 1945".

Ribbon: The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following
stripes: 3/8 inch double rainbow in juxtaposition(blues, greens, yellows,
reds (center), yellows greens and blues); 1/32 inch White 67101; center
9/16 inch Old Glory Red 67156; 1/32 inch White; and 3/8 inch double
rainbow in juxtaposition. The rainbow on each side of the ribbon is a miniature of the pattern used in the
WWI Victory Medal.

Criteria: The WW Il Victory Medal was awarded to all military personnel for service between 7 December
1941 and 31 December 1946.

Components: The following are authorized components and related items:

a. Medal (regular size): MIL-DTL-3943/237. Medal set with full size medal and ribbon bar. NSN

8455-00-269-5782.

Medal (miniature): MIL-DTL-3943/237. Available commercially.

Ribbon: MIL-DTL-11589/149. NSN 8455-00-257-0577. Available commercially.

d. Streamer: The WW Il Victory Medal ribbon is not used as a streamer by the Army. The Navy and
Marine Corps does use the ribbon design for a streamer.

o o

Background:

a. The World War Il Victory Medal was established by an Act of Congress on 6 July 1945 (Public Law
135, 79th Congress) and promulgated by Section V, War Department Bulletin 12, 1945.

b. The medal was designed by Mr. Thomas H. Jones and approved by the Secretary of War on 5
February 1946.

c. The Congressional authorization for the World War Il Victory Medal included members of the

Armed Forces of the Government of the Philippine Islands. It also specified the ending date
would be the date of the termination of hostilities as proclaimed by the President. President
Truman officially ended the state of hostilities on 31 December 1946.
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