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CHAPTER 1 Boy Mets Girl 1834 - 1938 1-8 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
1872 9/28/1917 Hofmann family immegration Germany to New York City 1

9/28/1917 George Adam Hofmann born 850 Columbus Avenue, New York, NY 3

9/28/1917 1938 Developing into a young man New York City 3-5

August 1834 1885 Schuch family immegration Germany to New York City 6

5/10/1922 Hazel Jane Schuch born New York City 6

5/10/1922 21-Apr-05 Developing into a young woman New York City 6-8

5/10/1922 1938 Boy meets girl Greenwood Lake, NY 8

CHAPTER 2 The Boys of Summer & a Brewing Storm 1938 - 1/28/1942 9-23 260
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
1938 1941 Developing an unbreakable friendship New York City 9-11
1941 Friends enlist New York City 12

31-Jan-41 Early news about the war in Europe The War llllustrated' journal 13-16
5/15/1941 7/16/1942 Basic Training Pine Camp, NY 17-21 260
12/7/1941 Japanese attack Pearl Harbor Oahu, Hawaii 22

1/28/1942 George & Hazel married in a hurried ceremony |Watertown, NY 22-23

CHAPTER 3 Into the Wild Blue Yonder - the Roller Coaster Begins 7/13/1942 - 3/27/1943 24-79 9590

From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
7/13/1942 Reassignment Nashville, TN 24-27
7/16/1942 7/18/1942 Traveling to ArmyAir Force Cadet Classification Watertown,.Black River, & Syracuse, NY to Cincinnati OH, Louiseville KY 28

Center on to Nashville TN 909
7/18/1942 8/13/1942  ||Army Air Force Classification Center Nashville, Tennessee 30-31
8/10/1942 Reassignment Santa Ana, CA 32
8/13/1942 8/18/1942 Travel to Santa Ana Air Base Nashville, to Montgomery AL, Lake Charles, LS, AS, El Paso, TX, Los 28
Angeles CA to Santa Ana CA 2230
8/20/1942 9/25/1942 Basic Air Force Training Army Air Forces West Coast Training Center 36-43
George's fater,John Arthur Hofmann, passes
9/8/1942 Queens, NY 44
away 5200
9/25/1942 3/26/1943 Flight School Victorville, CA 47-49 65
12/10/1942 First son, John Charles Hofmann, is born New York City 49
1/1/1942 Reassignment Deming, NM 50
Jan 1942 Travel to Deming Army Air Field Santa Ana CA to Deming NM 28 616
Jan 1942 3/26/1943 Army Air Forces Bombardier School Deming, NM 50-65
1/30/1943 Surviving an air crash while training Deming, NM 57-59
Mar 1943 Takes Bombardier's Oath Deming, NM 60
3/26/1943 Graduates Flying School Vitcorville, CA 65 570
Honorable Discharge from the Army -
3/27/1943 Promoted to 2nd. LT. e
3/27/1943 United States Army Air Force Guidelines for o

Newly Graduated Bombardiers
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CHAPTER 4 The Widowmaker Details of the B-26 Aircraft Design, Perforamce and History History 80-116 0
From To Event/ltem Place Page
History - Overview 80-81
Details 81-90
Nov 1940 Mar 1945 EaT'Y PEvelopmenttdDesipnlEhanees United States 7 European and Asia/Pacific Theaters 91-%
Bailing Out 97-99
Recent Restoration Efforts 100-110
Snapshots 111-116
CHAPTER 5 Preparing for War - Stateside 4/20/1943 - 1/16/1944 118-212 4120
From To Event/ltem Place Page Miles
4/20/1943 596th Bombardment Squadron Activated MacDill Field, Tampa FL 120
5/10/1943 Reassignment Tampa FL 120 2095
5/10/1943 The George Parker Crew MacDill Field, Tampa FL 121-123
5/10/1943 10/12/1943  |B-26 Crew Training MacDill Field, Tampa FL, Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics, 124-205
Orlando FL 75
10/12/1943 11/1/1943 Bombing Training Avon Park Bombing Range, Avon Park FL 206-208 122
11/1/1943 1/5/1944 Permanent Change of Station Hunter Air Field, Sanannah GA 209 218
11/22/1943 11/29/1943 Trfam.wnh amphibious landing craft and search Dale Mabry Field, Tallahassee FL 211
missions 257
1/5/1944 1/16/1944 Training Manevers Atterbury Army Air Base, Columbus IN 212-284 553
1/16/1944 Returned to Hunter Field Base Hunter Air Field, Sanannah GA 212 800
CHAPTER 6 Cousin Gibby December 1943 214284 |70
From To Event/Item Place Page z‘%
Jan 1941 Enlisted 24 Vi
6/5/1942 Army Air Force Classification Center Nashville, Tennessee 214 m
7/10/1942 8/15/1942 Basic Air Force Training Smryna Army Air Field, Smyrna TN 214 m
8/15/1942 2/13/1943  |Flight and Bombardier Training Victorville CA 23 Vi
2/13/1943 Graduates Flying School Victorville CA 25 B
B-24 Liberator Overview 216120 V7
Bailing Out 221 b
8/26/2016 Walking Tour Wall NJ 20238 V]
Bombardiers Oath 225 ///////
3/1/1943 7/29/1943 Army Air Force Bombardier School Davis-Monthan Army Air Field in Tucson, Arizona 241 ;V///////
3/31/1943 B-24 Bombing Training Salinas Army Air Field, Salinas CA 243-245 7//’////
3/12/1942 History of the 436th Bombardment Squadron _|India 246 ////‘//
Overviw of the China/Burma Theater 247-248
Captain Yasuhiko Kuroe - Japanes Fighter Pilot 249-251 //
Ace
9/25/1943 Arriving Point of Flight Operations Panagarh Air Base, India 251-257 17/
11/20/1943 The McLaughlen Crew 258 ///////
Oct 1943 11/27/1943  |Ongoing Action Rangoon, Burma 259-261 V]
11/20/1943 12/1/1943 Summary of Gilbert Rauh's tem missions 2662-263 ////,,///
12/1/1943 Gibby's Last Mission Insein Railroad Yard & Locomotive Works, Rangoon, Burma 264-277 //////
Missing Air Crew Report 272276 Vi
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CHAPTER 7 Training Comes to an End — Now It’s the Real Thing January 1944 286-305 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
1/5/1944 16-Jan-44 Training Manevers Atterbury Army Air Base, Columbus IN 287
1/12/1944 Soldier's Gazette Atterbury Army Air Base Newsletter 294
Early 1944 Bomburst Booklet Cz')n'clusion of 397th Bombardment Group stateside training - Hunter 208
Airfield, Savannah GA
CHAPTER 8 Shipping Out 1/16/1944 - 4/5/1944 306325 | 4685
From To Event/ltem Place Page Miles
1/16/1944 15-Feb-44  |Completion of final training and inspection Hunter Airfield, Savannah GA 306
First| f flight t destination f
2/24/1944 25-Feb-44 I[SLIEB0 Ig_ ° overs?és estination for Morrison Field, West Palm Beach FL 307
new planes, pilots and minimum crews
2/25/1944 3/8/1944 Southern Route fl'ight to overs§as destination [South America, Ascension Island, North Africa to Gosfield Air Base, 307
for new planes, pilots and minimum crews England (9,513 miles)
First leg of rail and ship travel to overseas
3/12/1944 3/14/1944 destination for ground crews and non-flying Camp Kilmer, New Jersey 308
specialist crew members (bombardiers) 970
Staging before departure to overseas X
3/14/1944 3/22/1944 L Camp Kilmer, New Jersey 309-310
destination
3/17/1944 Hofmann/Hoch fairwell dinner Brooklyn NY 310
3/22/1944 Arrived at port of embarkation Brookly Navy Yard, New York 311 30
3/23/1944 4/3/1944 Convoy UT.10 - Ship Saturnia Gourock, Scotland 311 3685
Saturnia overview 312-324
4/5/1944 Joined flying crews Halstead, Essex, England 325
CHAPTER 9 Settling in at ETOUSA - Missins from England 4/3/1944 - 4/30/1944 326-361 2306
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
4/3/1944 Entrained for air base Gourock, Scotland 326
4/3/1944 5-Apr-44 Travel to base of operations Gosfield, Essex, England 327 378
Air Stations in England 328
Royal Air Force Station Gosfield overview 329-333
Late April 1944 Assigned to new air field Rivenhall, England 334 8
397th Bombard tG , 596th
R Rivenhall, England 335354
Bombardment Squadron overview
4/20/1944 First Combat Mission Pas de Calais, France 336 240
4/20/1944 4/30/1944 10 Bombing Missions (seven by Hofmann) Northern France 355 1680
Newspaper Clippings at Home New York 346-360
CHAPTER 10 oOh shit! It's Mike 1/16/1944 - 5/8/1944 362378 /07

From

Event/ltem

Place

Page

Francis Michael Iriarte - background 362
Base of Operations Pandaveswar Air Base, Indai 363
Consolidated B-24 Liberator overview 364
Situation in Burma overview 364-368
4/15/1944 Mike's Last Misson Port Blair, Andaman Islands (990 miles) 369-378

A/////
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CHAPTER 11 The Rule of Three's 4/22/1944 - 6/15/1944 380-391 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
5/11/1944 Letter from Pilot George Parker New York 382
5/21/1944 2nd Lt. George Hofmann MIA status confirmed [New York 385-391
CHAPTER 12 HE'S ALIVE !!! 1/16/1944 - 392-425 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
6/22/1944 POW Confimation notice New York 392
7/13/1944 POW location identified Stalag Luft lll, Sagan, Poland 396
5/31/1944 12/28/1944 |Letters from POW Camp Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 404-425
CHAPTER 13 The Untold Story - ACT 1 5/8/1944 - 426-445 240
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
5/1/1944 8-May-44 Missions in early May Nothern France 426- 427
5/8/1944 George's Final Mission Oissel Railroad Bridge, France 429-445 240
Missing Air Crew Report - US Intelligence Headquarters, Turner Field, Albany GA 431-438
Bomber Destr.uctlon & Capture Report - Dulag Luft, Oberursel-Wetzlar, Germany 439-442
German Intelligence
Elmer Freeman, pilot's story Auberville, France 443-445
5/8/1944 The Capture Auberville, France 445
CHAPTER 14 ACT 2 - The War Goes On - The Long Road of a POW Begins 5/8/1944 - 6/1/1944 446-469 690
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
5/8/1944 Beginnings of Hazel's POW Scrapbook New York 446-448
Ravages of War 449
The Story of Stalag Luft 111 449-451
The Air War 450-452
The Capture 452
5/10/1944 5/12/1944 Transported to Interrogation Center Dulag Luft, Oberursel-Wetzlar, Germany 453-456 370
Forty & Eight Railroad Cars 453-456
Solitary Confinement 457
Interrogation Process 461-462
Hans Scharff - Pilot Interrogator 462
5/12/1944 Late May 1944 Major Waldschmidt - Bombardier 463
Interogator
2nd Lt. Ulrich Haussmann - Crew 463
Interrogator
Sagan, Poland 467-469 320

Late May 1944

Being Taken to Stalag Luft IlI
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CHAPTER 15 ACT 3 - Stalag Luft 11l 6/1/1944 - 1/27/1945 470-516 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
Stalag Luft Ill Overview Sagan, Poland 470-477
6/1/1944 27-)an-45 West Compound, Hut 171, Room 8 Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 472-473
7/15/1944 American POWs in Germany - Intelligence All German Prison Camps 478-489
Report
American Personalities Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 490-492
Germans Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 492-497
K.omn-1andan_t Oberst Frederich-Wilhelm von Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 493
6/1/1944 27-Jan-45 Lindeiner-Wildau : . :
Deputy Kommandant Major Gustav Simoleit |Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 494
SS-Hauptamt Gottlob Berger Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 495-497
Hitler's last minute gambit Nuremburg Trail testimony 496
Escape Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 497
Mar 1944 The Great Escape’ Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 497
Clandestine Activities Stalag Luft I, Sagan, Poland 497-500
Weeding out German infiltrators Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 497
Coded messages in mail Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 498
The "Secret" Game of Monopoly Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 498-499
Playing Cards Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 500
Prisoner-made escape items Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 500
Escape Policy Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 500
German Guards - Goons Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 501
6/1/1944 27-Jan-45 Food Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 502-505
Red Cross Parcels Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 503-505
Prison Money Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 506
YMCA Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 506
Henry Soderberg Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 507
Camp Activities Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 508-509
War Prisoner Aid News publication Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 510-513
'The Circuit' - South Compound newsletter Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 514-515
Camp Jewelry Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 515
Military Funerals Stalag Luft Ill, Sagan, Poland 516
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CHAPTER 16 INTERMISSION - Has Anaybody Seen My Boy? 1/15/1945 - 2/1/1945 518-541 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
1/19/1945 Invita.tion - Red Cross POW Information New York City 518
Meeting
Jan 1945 War Prisoners Aid News publication 519-522
1/31/1945 Air Medal Award & Oak Leaf Cluster Accepted by 2-year-old John Charles Hofmann for his father at Mitchell 53
Presentation Field Air Base, Huntington, Long Island, NY
2/1/1945 Red Cross POW Information Meeting Armor.y of the 17th Regiment, NY National Guard, Park Avenue, New 524532
York City, NY
Feb 1945 War Prisoners Aid News publication 534-538
Jan 1945 Feb 1945 Conditions Deteriorate in Europe German Eastern Front 539-541
CHAPTER 17 ACT 4 - The Evacuation of Sagan 1/27/1945 - 2/7/1945 542-561 325
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
1/27/1945 7-Feb-45 The March Sagan to Spremburg to Nuremberg to Moosburg 542-561
1/27/1945 Stop 1 Halbau, Poland Church 552
1/28/1945 Stop 2 Grosselten barn, near Lipna, Poland 553
1/29/1945 Stop 3 Glass factory, Muskau, Germany 555-557
1/30/1945 Stop 4 Spremberg, Germany 557-558
1/31/1945 Stop 5 - entrained in forty-&-eight boxcars Marshalling yards at Spremberg 558
2/3/1945 Stop 6 Nuremberg, Germany - Stalag XII1-D 560 325
2/7/1945 Stop 7 Moosburg, Germany - Stalag VII-A 561
CHAPTER 18 ACT 5 - Stalag XIlI-D, Nuremberg-Landwasser 2/7/1945 - 4/21/1945 562-589 95
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
Nuremberg POW Camps overview 562
Camp Conditions Stalag XIlI-D, Nuremberg, Germany 565
Allied Bomber Attacks Stalag XIII-D, Nuremberg, Germany 568-570
2/27/1945 Royal Air Force Bombing Attack Stalag XIII-D, Nuremberg, Germany 572
1943 1945 City Destruction Nuremberg, Germany 570-573
4/4/1945 4/21/1945 Evacuation of Stalag XII1-D, Forced March Stalag VII-A, Moosburg, Germany 575-587 95
Honorable Oberfeldwebel (Master Sergeant)
Reilman >71827
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CHAPTER 19 ACT 6 - Moosburg 4/12/1945 - 4/23/1945 588-610 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
Mar 1945 War Prisoners Aid News publication 588-591
Stalag VII-A overview Moosburg, Germany 592-598
Camp Conditions Moosburg, Germany 598-602
The Great White Red cCross Fleet Moosburg, Germany 603
4/12/1945 Franklin D. Roosevelt dies Washington, DC 606-607
Hitler's last minute gambit Berchtesgaden, Germany 497,607
Forced evacuation march ordered and
4/18/1945 4/23/1945 . Moosburg to Berchtesgaden, Germany 610
rejected
CHAPTER 20 CLOSING ACT - Liberation 4/29/1945 - 5/7/1945 612-639 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
4/29/1945 Patton's attack on Moosburg Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 614-619
4/29/1945 Unconditional Surrender Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 619
4/29/1945 Raising the American Flag - Martin Allain Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 620-623
4/29/1945 2nd Lt. George Hofmann returned to military Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 638
control
4/30/1945 Hitler is Dead Berlin, Germany 627-628
5/1/1945 Patton Arrives Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 624
5/3/1945 Ho.norable Oberfeldwebel (Master Sergeant) Stalag VII-A at Moosburg, Germany 627
Reilman's Farewell
5/8/1945 Victory in Europe (V-E) Day Reims, France 629
May 1945 War Prisoners Aid News publication 631-637
Postscript - 14th Armored Division results 639
CHAPTER 21 Going Home 1/16/1944 - 640-672 4662
From To Event/ltem Place Page Miles
5/6/1945 March to Luftwaffe Air Field Landshut, Germany 643 6
5/7/1945 C-47 Skytrain flight out Le Havre, France 645 550
Transition Camp 'Lucky Strike' Le Havre, France 646-650
Souvenir Registration - The 'Booty' Tent Camp Lucky Strike, Le Harve, France 650-652
5/10/1945 The 'Point System' Camp Lucky Strike, Le Harve, France 653
5/16/1945 5/30/1945  [Transportation Home M. S. John Ericsson 655
5/17/1945 5/19/1945 First Stop Southhampton, England 664 126
5/29/1945 Final Destination New York City 666 3980
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CHAPTER 22 Returning to Civilian Life 5/30/1945 - 9/10/1952 674-711 232
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
5/30/1945 12/1/1945 AAF Personnel Distribution Command Fort Dix, Wrightstown NJ 676-678 68
7/31/1945 8/8/1945 Redistribution Clearance AAF Redistribution Station No. 1, Atlantic City NJ 679 96
12/1/1945 Discharged 682-688 68
"Coming Home" guidelines 689-694
"Going Back to Civilian Life" guidelines 694-704
9/10/1952 War Claims Act & Application for Benefits 704-711
CHAPTER 23 Service to Our Nation 1/16/1944 - 12/1/1945 712-741 0
From To Event/Item Place Page Miles
5/15/1941 7/16/1942 Regular Army Pine Camp, Watertown NY 713, 17-23
7/16/1942 3/27/1943 Army Air Force Cadet Nashville TN, Santa Ana CA, Vitorville CA 712L:76155
3/27/1943 1-Dec-45 United States Army Air Forces 717-743
Aviation Cadet Program 716-717
Ninth Air Force 717
397th Bombardment Group 718
596th Bombardment Squadron 718
Rank - 2nd Lt. 719
Bombardier Wings 720
Purple Heart 721-724
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster 725-727
Presidential Unit Citation 728
POW Medal 728-729
American Defense Service Medal 732
Good Conduct Medal 733-734
Europe/Africa/Middle East Campaign Medal -
Air Offensive, Europe 4Jul 42 - 5Jun 44 Star 734-7345
Pin
WWII Victory Medal 736
Certificates of Service 737-740
Honorable Discharge 740
Caterpiller Club Recognition 741






