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CHAPTER 8

This was one of the few photos Hazel kept of
Mike, capturing him and his sister in front of
Grace Methodist Church in New York City.
Mike is wearing his Bombardier Wings so this
photo was taken mid-to-late 1943 before he
shipped out for combat.

To help him cope with the loss of Gibby upon
his arrival at Panagarh Air Base, Mike was
grounded and reassigned to the 9t
Bombardment Squadron twenty-three miles to
the northwest to Pandaveswar Air Base, also in
eastern India. The 9" was a sister squadron to
the 436" in the Tenth Air Force. As with all of
the squadrons in the 7™ Bombardment Group,
Mike would serve as bombardier on a B-24
Liberator operating in the China-Burma-India
Theatre. His primary missions would take him
to Port Blair in the Andaman Islands, a major
Japanese held port in the eastern Bay of
Bengal.
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Images of Pandaveswar, India — 1943
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RE Above: The entire 9" Bomb Squadron at
Pandaveswar on one of their B-24
7 Bombers. You might think Mike is in this
P ; ; photo somewhere, but this photo was
taken in March of 1945.

Left: Ground crews eagerly await the
return of their aircraft (and friends)

Below Left: Pandaveswar Airfield as it
appeared in 1945

Below Right: Pandaveswar today
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Mike’s longest mission — Combat missions for Mike began on his 25" birthday — March 16, 1944. It is
not clear how many missions he would have flown before his last one, but at Gibby’s pace of one every
three days, it was probably less than ten.

At daybreak on the morning of April 15, 1944, Mike’s aircraft number 42-100243, piloted by highly
experienced 1° Lt Stanley M. Allison, left Pandaveswar Air Base. Allison had flown numerous missions to
Burma from Panagarh Airbase as part of the 436" Bombardment Squadron, including the disastrous
December 1% mission where Gibby was killed. He too, had known Gibby and was now operating with the
9t Squadron.

This would be Allison’s thirtieth-plus combat mission. In addition to bombardier Mike Iriate, the
remainder of the crew were a mix of individuals who had served with multiple crews on other B-24’s. One
of those individuals was navigator Charles Kaufman who had been grounded with malaria at Panagarh
on December 1, 1943. That would have been his first combat mission. He was fortunate to have missed
it given his entire combat crew were lost, with the exception of his substitute, Grant Erwin. Kaufman was,
indeed, a very lucky man but now living with survivor’s guilt.

The targets on April 15" were the airfield and docks at Port Blair in the Andaman Islands.

Andaman and Nicobar Islal
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Mike might not have known, but ironically on that
day, he was closely following Gibby’s footsteps yet
again. Taking off from an airfield only 23 miles
northwest Panagarh where Gibby began his last
mission on December 1, 1943, Mike would travel
south-by southeast across the Bay of Bengal on a
course of 156 degrees, only five degrees more
southerly than Gibby. Both had uneventful
flights, although Mike would travel more than
twice the distance south - over 900 miles.

Pandaveswar Alir Base

As fate would have it, neither would make it e
home. Mike’s listed contact, Leonora Capote, of ‘ oDurgane
West 104" Street, New York City, received the
awful MIA telegram from the war department in
late April. Hazel Hofmann and all of 104%™ Street
surely heard about it immediately. However, as
usual in time of war, the details remained
classified for years, additional information came
slowly and the finality of this accident would also
not be known for many months.

& Mike's/Last Missic
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Combat Wing-Three Combat Boxes

STANDARD BOMBER FORMATION

1t Lt. Allison and his crew, including Mike, would be flying the dangerous lead aircraft position in the
traditional box formation. Being the lead aircraft was a position of high responsibility. However, it was
also the primary target of the anti-aircraft batteries on the ground always who aimed for the front of the

squadron. Enemy aircraft in the air also knew the lead plane in a box formation set the direction of the
bombing run and the release point. Thus, they tried to take that one out first.
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At the beginning of the war, like Rangoon, Burma, the Andaman Islands were heavily fortified by the
Japanese with significant air, sea and ground forces. Mike’s squadron was met by hostile forces some 50
to 100 miles before landfall. They would rely on their own gunners and escort fighters to protect them.
Unfortunately, they would be overwhelmed as you can see from the following declassified missing aircraft
as reported by eyewitnesses flying in the same formation (MACR # 4119).

DEZTACHVENT TVENTY SEOOND STATTSTIOAL
HRADOUARTER3 TENTH AIR POROE
0.8, ARMY

AP0, 465
23 Rpril 1944

SUBJEOT 1 Transmittal of Form 120, Miesing Adr Orews.

™ t Oommanding Officer, 224 Statistiocal Contrel Unit,
Hq., AAP, India-Burma Sector, O-B-I Theater, A.P,0. 471,

Inelosed herewith Form 129, Missing Air Orews, for tha below
1istod orgenisation:

9th Bowd 8q. (H) AP, (dated 15 April 1944)

Airplany serial mmbar,

b -100243

B-24-7

Type & Vadel,

Pilot, 1lst Lt,

Stanlasy M. Allimon.

i
e,
Oapt., A.C.,

1 Inels Detachment Oomgander,
Incl #1 Porm 129 (vAth supnorting papers) (in dupe)

22scy 360 33 (2%-4-kl) Missing Crew Report 1lst Ind,
TWENTY S300KD §ATISTTOAL CONTROL UNIT, Hesdquarters Atwy Air Ferces,
1B Secter , GBI Theator, APO 671, 25 April 19uh

T0: Commanding Genersl, Army Air Forees, IB Gector, (BL Theater) AuP,0. 670, .

1 Inel: S
afe (1 copy wfa) ety

AAF (IBS) 36o.33 (25-4=L4) Missing Crew Report 2ad Iad, AAS/11s
AIR FORCES, IB Sector, GBI Theater, A.P,0. 671 |- MAY 1944

70: Commanding Jemeral, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C,, Attn: Statistical

Contrel Division,

. Be
1 :fm:
L]
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AZ232AY12

On the 18 jpril 1944 while partioiputing on a oombgt mission we
were attaoked by enemy fightirse, The firast pass knooked out number
twe engine of our lead ship flown by Lieut, STANLEY M, ALLISON, This
agine was foathered, The seomd pass started number one engine on
fires All passes from then on were oonsentrated on the orippled ship,
We were flying on his right and oould see that the right waist gun,
the tail turret gu=e and the left gun on the nose turrett were not
firing, Lieut, Allison pulled cut of the formation and was flying at
spproximgtely 300 feets Four parachutes wev=e geen to cpen, three lsnde
ed in the water and the other landed in some trees on the island, Losing
altitude rapidly it appearsd that he was trying to meke a lending in
the water, Dus to the loss of his two engines he ocould not complets his
attempt and orashed into the sea about 100 yards from the shores Upmn
impact with the water the ship exploded and burst into flames whioh died
out imuediately., Through the smoke we oould still see the tail of the
plane protruding above the water,

./ L Haqe
ERT 34 PAGE
ASN 34473751,
Alr Corps,
8/8gts Cunners
/ ‘/ { « 7 /)
Sahiratone M/ @ell
SALVAT(RE (NMI) DiBELLQ,
ASN 11047337
Alr Corps,
8/8gt. Guncer,
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BEVENTH BOMBARDIENT GROUP tH AAF
Office of the Armarent Officer
i

16 April 19hk

SUBJECT: ARMAMENT Lub! ON PLANE

™

+ Operations Ofiicer, 9th Bomb. 5q.
1. The following eguipment was 1ost on Airplone #li@-100243
Guns Bm Machine cdo . 12; mm SBI_'. Nos,
91&3950,’91!39763 935LB5, Il3279; 9&7'&: 9LLi5kL3, 9r13‘170’
93221, 943937, and 9L27h3.

Guns, Thompson Sub-Machine, Cal. .h5, Model 1928A1, Ser. Nos.
8-382305, and S5-376517.

mn‘, Cal. o”’ Model 1903, Ser. NO. m?zsl.

Pistols, Auto., Cal. .45, Model 1911Al, Ser. Noc, 974290,
890205, 107773, 107767k,

Pistols, Auto., Cal. .u5, Kodel 1911, Ser Nos. 200543,
587203, 216603, 591071, 532191, and 505750

Bombsight, M-9, Sor. No. B-239.
Stabilizer, k-9, Ser, No, B-239.

bl Sl

HOBERT L, STELL
(apt., Adr Corps
Armament Officer.
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The targeting of Mike’s lead aircraft was intentional given the number of passes the Japanese fighters
made to make sure it went down. Although in his memoirs, Charles Kaufman believed the crash was after
the bomb run, it must have happened just before the bombing run, since the last reported position of the

aircraft was in the water just off Interview Island well west of Smith Island — still 84 miles north of target
Port Blair.

Mayabunder
20

Islang ,_’:M'

& Reported!Grash Site - AinCraft 42-100243 (9

¥

100k ards

dReported Crash Sitel- Air Crafti42-100243

The reported longitude and latitude coordinates were 92.44 E, 12.53 N. These are very rough numbers
determined by dead-reckoning of heading and distance traveled. Satellites and Long Range Navigation
systems were still decades away. In the heat of the battle, it could only be a rough estimate. Interview
Island remains undeveloped jungle to this day.

133



CHAPTER 8 - MIKE

Reading the Page/DiBello eyewitness account and noting the crash site was “into the sea, about 100 yards
from the shore”, the area marked in green is the likely location where the aircraft could be found. (Note:
the longitude/latitude position is more than one-thousand yards off-shore).

The eye-witness statement reported four parachutes spotted with
three landing in the water and one in the trees. Bailing out at an
altitude of 300 feet meant a very hard landing with possibly partially
deployed chutes. All crew members were listed as Missing in Action
and it was not discovered until the end of the war and the liberation
of the Japanese POW camps that one of those parachutes belonged
to the navigator, 2nd Lt Charles Kaufman.

Kaufman, the son of William Kaufman and Mildred (Falk) Kaufman,
was born and grew up in Detroit, and graduated from Central High
School. He earned a bachelor's degree at Wayne State University
and had started his law studies when World War Il erupted.

Kaufman entered the Army Air Corps, was trained as a navigator and
assigned to the 10th Air Force, 7th Bombardment Group, 9th
Bombardment Squadron. By April 15, 1944, he had been flying combat missions for three and a half
months.

His obituary stated, “three out of the ten-man crew were able to bail out, but only Kaufman, who
remembered only two parachutes in his memoirs, survived to become a prisoner of war.” He believed
most of the crew were already dead and that, just he and the bombardier were alive in the nose of the
plummeting aircraft. Having trouble attaching his ripcord to the aircraft, he stepped aside and let the
bombardier go first. That bombardier was Mike Iriarte. Charles was the last one to see him alive.

Kaufman was held at Omori Headquarters Prison Camp in Tokyo, which was not liberated until August
1945. Given the atrocities at that camp, he was fortunate to have survived.

/

At war's end, Kaufman
returned to WSU, earned a
law degree and went into
practice with his father,
William. Kaufman entered
the courtarenain 1957, when
he ran for Common Pleas
Court judge in Detroit. He
lost, but two years later he
ran again and won. In 1964,
he ran for the circuit court
and won, serving 30 years.

He was survived by his wife,
two sons, three daughters
and twelve grandchildren.

134



CHAPTER 8 - MIKE

Mike’s status finally made the New York Newspapers in May. [t
was another clipping my mother regretfully put in her war time
scrapbook.

On the day of Mike’s last mission, George was at Camp Kilmer,
NJ, in the final few days of staging before going overseas. His
orders were clear. He would be leaving for England by ship in
eight days.

On the evening of March 17, the day Mike’s secret Missing Air Crew Report was issued, George was given
a day’s leave to say goodbye to his family. Thank God my mother did not yet know about Mike. Knowing
Gibby was missing was enough of a secret to keep. | cannot imagine the stress she must have felt.

That night Hazel and George had dinner at George’s parent’s apartment along with two good friends,
Sterling and Evelyn Hoch. Sterling was a pilot in the same Bombardment Group and Squadron as George.
Evelyn, a long-time good friend of Hazel’s from Grace Methodist Church, and Sterling had just married
two weeks earlier on March 3. The Hofmann’s had married in a hurried ceremony in upstate New York
on January 28, 1942, one month after the Pearl Harbor attack when everything started to move at light
speed.

Remembering my mother’s ever present radiant
smile, for me the photos on her marriage license
told of a woman who was very frightened of

what was to come.
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Together, George and Sterling would be shipping out on
the SS Saturnia, leaving New York on March 23, 1944, as
part of Convoy UT.10. Twenty-six ships in total would do
the crossing in eleven days, delivering 51,273 troops to
the Firth of Clyde, Scotland, on April 3. Submarine
activity during the crossing was always a risk, but it had
subsided greatly as the Allies began to dominate the
Atlantic. They arrived safely due to the presence of
Carrier Escorts like the HMDS Nabob.

Saturais

Facing combat, George had no idea he was now
alone. That was probably a good thing, but it
caused a lot of pain for the family back home as
he frequently wrote to them to ask about his son,
Johnnie, cousin, Gibby, and friend, Mike. News
and photos of Johnnie flowed freely — but
nothing else.

Now it was George’s turn, and the insidious ‘rule-of-three’s’ came with a vengeance. George would go
Missing in Action in May.
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