
CHAPTER 12 – GIBBY COMES HOME 

 

POSTSCRIPT 
 
Ten young men perished on December 1, 1943.  Eight sets of remains were recovered.  Five of these eight 
sets of remains were linked directly to the crew of the Apocalypse lost that day.   
 

Pilot, John E McLauchlen was interred at Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery, 
Leavenworth, Kansas, on July 8, 2024.  

         
 
Bombardier, Gilbert A. Rauh will be interred at Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla, NY 
 

                                        
 
 
    Gunner,  Edward K. Pyle will be interred in August, Michigan 
 

             
 
 Radio Operator, Harold I. Seifreid will be interred at Marana, Arizona  
 

            
 
 
Gunner, Frank J. Tedone was interred At Arlington National Cemetery, July 2024 
 

            
 
 

Complicating further identifications,  Charles W. Morley, Roman J. Ropinski, and Elden W. Watts do not 
have any DNA references and  Claude E. Nixon does not have any maternal DNA references available for 
comparison  There was no reference at all to Pershing Bowes in the Discovery Debriefing DNA Analysis.   
 
Of the remaining five, three have been recovered but not identified.  Their identities are only known to 
God.  Two sets were never recovered and remain missing.  Again, only God knows which two and where 
they lay. 
 

                                                                         
Elden W. Watts      Roman J. Ropinski        Claude E. Nixon         Pershing E. Bowes         Charles W. Morley 
       Co-Pilot                    Engineer                          Gunner                      Navigator                          Gunner 
 

 

 

 

 

                                        

  

 

                                        

 

 




