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Stepping off the troopship USS Elizabeth C. Stanton in San Francisco meant you were back home on 
American soil – but it didn’t mean you were discharged and relieved of duty.  While some of the following 
documents were given to returning members of the Army Air Force, their content and intent were uniform 
across all branches of service. 

                      

Some men would be reassigned elsewhere to the war effort, some would be admitted to military hospitals 
and others placed on extended leaves and furloughs.  But first, all men would be processed by the Army 
Personnel Distribution Command and assigned to one of many Redistribution Stations.  The following 
document was given to all returning military personnel being processed at Fort Dix, New Jersey. 
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For many others the war went on.  The war in the Pacific would continue for another three months so 
security of information was still a high priority.  The following memorandum had been written in 
September of 1944 and was distributed to all returning personnel through the remainder of the war.  
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Although post-traumatic-stress-disorder did not have a name in 1945, it did have a face.  Booklets for all military personnel returning to civilian 
life (this one for the Army Air Force) were “published for the information and guidance for all concerned” to tried to address the problem by giving 
service members insight into the psychology of returning to a “normal” life.  Sadly life would never again be normal for many of these men and 
women. 
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__________________________ 

 

The War Department was also prepared to face an avalanche of requests for support through the GI Bill 
of Rights program commitments it made to millions of its country’s heroes with the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944 – a far cry from how it handled its returning WWI veterans.  This pamphlet was 
a great aid to returning armed forces personnel who had to be overwhelmed with the stress of returning 
home.   

 

 

             

 

Notice the ‘Ruptured Duck’. 
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