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The great depression had ended, people were employed and dreaming again …. but although the US was 
once again on its feet, the ‘War to End All Wars’ was quickly becoming a distant memory as Germany once 
again began to assert its power in Europe.  By the spring of 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt began 
rapid expansion of military forces for the defense of the Western Hemisphere.    

Roosevelt signed the Selective Training and Service Act (STSA) of 1940 on 16 September, creating the 
country's first peacetime draft and formally established the Selective Service System as an independent 
Federal agency. The World War I system served as a model for that of World War II.   The 1940 STSA 
instituted national conscription in peacetime, requiring registration of all men between twenty-one and 
forty-five, with selection for one year's service by a national lottery. In the massive draft of World War II, 
50 million men from eighteen to forty-five were registered, 36 million classified, and 10 million inducted. 

Motivated in part by their patriotic spirit and youthful invincibility, but also to have some say over where 
they ended up, on January 14, 1941, cousin Gilbert Rauh, first as always, enlisted.  Best friend Mike Iriarte 
followed him.  George, who had registered with the draft on August 16, 1940, as required by law, was 
rated 1-A by April of 1941.  He followed in their footsteps, enlisting on May 15, 1941.   
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Not wanting to join the infantry, after basic training Gibby chose the more glamorous Army Air Corps and 
went off to be a Cadet.   Influenced by their long friendships, the boys of 1941 followed suit.  They would 
follow his lead through basic and specialty training – from civilian life to Regular Army, Army Air force 
Cadet training school, Bombardier school and ultimately front-line combat. They remained inseparable.  
Sadly, combat ended it all. 

By December of 1941, the United States was at war. 
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At the time of their enlistment Great Britain had been at war for over a year and the news from the 
front painted the horrors of war but gave the image of far more civility than warranted.  The British 
January 31, 1941, issue of The War Illustrated gave hints of what was to come – but it was too early 
for anyone in the US to take it seriously. 
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