Back Home in the United States

Stepping off the troopship in Boston meant you were home — but it didn’t mean you were done.
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HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTION COMMAND

Atlantic City, N. J.

WELCOME HOME

On behalf of the Commanding General,

Army Air Forces, and as Commanding General

of the Personnel Distribution Command, I

extend to you a cordial welcome back to the
" United States.

This personal greeting is to express
our pride in your splendid overseas record,
as well as our appreciation. In furtherance
of these motives and in executing the mis-
sion of the Personnel Distribution Command,
I assure you that every effort will be made

| toward providing you with pleasant surround-
ings, adequate rest at one of our Redistri-
bution Stations, and a proper future assign-
ment.

Sincerely yours,

. R. HARMON
Major General, U,S.A.
" Commanding

Some men would be reassigned to the war effort, some would be admitted to military hospitals and
others placed on extended leaves and furloughs. But first, all men would be processed by the AAF
Personnel Distribution Command and assigned to one of five Redistribution Stations. Those returning to
northeast were usually assigned to Atlantic City and often found themselves right back in the same
reception station where they had started three or four years earlier — Fort Dix, New Jersey.
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PORT LI;;ISON OFFICE

AAF PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTION COMMAND

iSF .F,cm'lor ST TION WO 2
FORET DIX, NEY JERSEY

1. CENFRAL. The Cammanding Genevel, AAF Personncl Distributien Command
desires that you you be given assistance by the ALF Personnel Distributien Comm—
and part Linisen Officer at this statien, The undersigned and his staff will
assist: you with any personnl prebloms and answdr questions you may have rogard-
ing ymur stuy ot JAF Personnel Distrihution Command Rédistribution Statiens.

_Undeubbedly, you ars primarily interestad in beginning your peried of leave

ar farlough., Your.derarturs will bs expedited if you coeper-te with all
ppmonna;. involved in the brief proce ssing which is nacessnry at t}zis statien,

2.. LLnVE OR FURLOUGHS .  You will be ﬂssianud o the pro*a»r UT‘PDC
Radistriftion Station, grinted an apppopriste délsy enrouts plus traval

‘tima. Unless gheat emerpaney oxists, suen as. illness er injury, it is impes-

8ible to ext” nd your leava or furleuzh, Request for auch extensions regult
in umecessnry waste of money to yvouvselves, as well as additiensl naper work .
in answerdns telesranms, k - ' : .

3, ILINESS. If illnsss er injury mecurcs whilc én leave or furleugh,
commnieate with or repart to the nearest Government eperated hospital for
treatnont, The hespiltal sheuld, in tum, ndvise tho AAFPDC Redistribution
Station as to wvour statug. Tn the absenca of lovernmelt facilitiss, local

physiclans may be consulted under the following m‘oV*. iens only:

a, Militarr madiesl sttendance crnnat ber procuw-d in t.unes to cope
1“1 the urganey of the aitmtlon. :

. bs The ind:'vidmuai. cfzr:not he moved to any Army or sther Government
. hespital for nacessary trestment, : . d

¢. Weeessary msdiecal eore is wnrgmcy in nature, If o legal

’ pJ.ysan is oonsulted, reguest the physieisn te netify by
toleyram, ths AAFPDC Radistrihutien Statien to which yeu are

. assignaed, steting the dete illness occured and the prnbable
date of return to duty, Uﬁon completisn -of illness. er incape
aelty, seeure & written st&twment from the phvsiclun for sube
mission to the Cmm»md:m:- Oificer of thu AnF rpe Redistributlon
Suation.

Ly HOUST MG OF WIVES 47 RT‘D*“TRIW’"ION ST.’.'['I()NS. The War Depavtment
has grentzd suthewityv for vour wif ¢_only to ramaln with you &t a Government
operakad hotel, Infermation in thn conncetion and necessory forms for
requesting resérvations for her will bé made in this efflce, Government

-fagilitice sre net always available, and ysu are advised rist te bring your

wife to th Radistributisn Stetion unless reu have been nat 11‘1@& by the
tation Housing Qfficer that fovernment accemmodutions will be furnished.

If‘ you bring your wif'e witheut such notification, you will probably have te

expand persenal-funde for her sccemmedstions,  In these fesopt citios, costs

of hotel roems are usuelly high, A nomndl ehnrg’e, 1s made, for Lhe. houaing '

of M.Ves at, Rediet.rﬂbution smnima. : _ A I TS

el
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e JANCE WITH ‘THAVEL ORDERS, Oversess returness are given spacial.
“authorizetion for a delay enroute to TAFPDC Hedlstribution Stations plus .
neeessary travel time. Speeial orders granting such delay, speeify the date
You will yeport to the Redistribution Station. YOU MUST report to your
Redistribution Stetion on the dats indieated in your orders. Fallure to
comply with the above orders constitutos o serious military offense and
necessitates diseiplinary action, ‘ ‘

6, DZOORATIONS AMD AWARDS, If you are entitled to decerations or
awards which hrve been noted in General orders but not issuedto you person~
ally, applieation may be made for such decorations in accordance with Sec II,
m Cir 337, 1944, ' :

7 VENERBAL DISEASE CONTEOL. Recnuse of unsettled homs conditions
during the wzr, health suthoritles have found the veneres) diseass problem
one of inereasing eoncern., Bxperience with returning personnel has proved
that we must warn a1l returnees of this danger and request thelr use of
enution in this respect. ZSmphasis is placed on this warning for the good’
of the service snd for your own well-being. '

\ 8. SECURITY. The inclosed Iig /AFFDC Letter addressed to all AAF Person-

nel Returning from Overscas, Subject, Security of Military Information, dated
1 September 1944, will be errofully read. You are csutienad to govern your-
gelf accordingly,

9, FOOD ~MD GiS RATIONING, “hile at home you are entitled to meats and -
processed food, ration coupons ,and gesoline coupons (if there is a car at
home). Prescnt a copy ol your specinl orders to your 1lacal vation board as
authority to b issued these coupons for uss while on leave or furloughs If
your orders provide for TPA for uaryy part of your travel to an AAF PDC Redls—
tribution Station, the Port Liaison Officer will assist you in -obtaining the
@sdim;cmmmwrmcm&uyjbrsudlmwwﬂ. ’

10, LEHL ASSISTANCR. If cdvies 1s nsedad for filing income tax returns,
cledms Por Loss or dumnze of personnl property, rovision of wills or other
personal legal rrohlams, take all necossiry duta with yeu to the AAFPDC
Redistribntion Station whera the Judge advoeate will assist you.

11. CONDUCT. You represent the frmy Alr Forecss to the Ganernl public.
Consenquently, it is highly importont that you conduct ysurself at all times
in such & manner as to reflect eredit to Lhe tymy Air Ferces — be courteous,
nent in appearance, and present o military bearing, ’

12,  RBUS SFRVICE, Buses from Main Onte direct to Philadelphia and to Penn-
- sylvinia Railrond Stotion in Tronton, run ot frequent intervals, U3 Army Buses
fvom Port Liaison Offics throngh Heception Simtion Arcs run every 45 minutes,
“terminating st the ¥oln Gete, Use "ew Vork /venue" Bus,
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/ . :
. L 13« BAGGAGE, Baggage can be handled in the follewing manner tmm
the Cheeking Statien in Warehouse #2:

4. Sent te your furlough address, express cellact or f‘:overmnent
-+ Bill of Lading;

b, Forwarded exprsess prapaid from. the American Express Office ad-
Joining ‘Iarehouse #23 ) :

C, Checked en your railroad ticket.

.

If your bapgage has not arrived prior to your departure from
this station,; lesave your baggage checks at the Che,cking Station, and it
will be forwarded ’co you express collect, ‘

lhe POST INFORQ.IATION » OFFICEKS =~ The Main Officers PX is at

Pemberton Road & Maryland Ave., (Camp St,) disgonally aceress from checking

Station, “archouse #2. Use New York /venue Bus, Branch Officers PX is at

Newnrk ive,, at 1ihth Street, Main Officers Club is at Maryland Ave,, & lst

St. Use New York Avenue Bus. Cafeterizs at Service Club.#2, Newark ive.,

at 17th St., at Main Officers Club and Main Officers PX, Telephones at :

Newark Ave,, & 16th 'St. Thcaters # 2 or #5 may be reached by taking the New

York Avenue Bus In yeur area, !
. - ENLISTED MAN. Thers is a PX in your company

carea, -Cafeteria at Service Club #2, Nowark Ave,, at 3.7th St., Telephones

at Newark Ave., & 16th St. Thesters #2 or #5 may be reached by taking New

York Avenue Bus in your area, ¢ :

15, ADDRESSES OF AAF REDISTRIBUTION STATIONS.

AAP Redistribution Statien #1
Atlantic City, New Jersey.

LAF Redistributien Station #2
Miami Beach, Flerida,

AAF Redistributien Station #3
- Santa Moniga, California.

fAF Redistribution Statien #i
Santa Ana, California,

AAT Redistribution Statien #5
Camp Davis, N, C.

Y Inels
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For many others the war went on. The war in the Pacific would continue for another three months so
security of information was still a high priority. The following memorandum had been written in
September of 1944 and was distributed to all returning POWs through the remainder of the war.
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HEADOUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTION COMMALND

I8 : ~tlantic City, W,J.

SUBJECT: Security of Military Infomation 1 September 194k.
TO: ALY AAF Perasonnel Returming From Theaters,

1. The Commanding Teneral, AAF, has directed thet the following ine
formation be disseminated to you. immediately upon your retnrn from theaters:

2. "hile in this country it will be casy for you to talk indis-
criminately about, your rucent experiences and thereby be responsible for Vi
the enemy's getting a hetter shot 2t your friecnds and comrades who are still %
in the thick of things. ; iy @ ; e

b. It will b2 natural for you to want to talk to your f:unily snd
friends about your experlences and for them to urge you to do so. Ib will
also bs natural for the enemy agent to pick up 2ll the information he can
from your talk,

¢c. Some of our wnits have alroady been ripped apart because ths
enemy intellizence has beon able to vut our plens together from small bits
of information. This information was given out, in conversstions such.as -~
you will be tempted to have, by militzry personngl like yourselves, who
did not. realize they were disclesing information of importince. The enemy
is as greatly benefited by informmbtion disclosed by you as he is’by inform-
ation disclosed by ohe who 1s an enemy,

ds However, it is possible to talk in general termms about the
Hghow!! you have been throngh, without giving aid to the snenmy. To do this
your tzlk mugt be confined tos. :

(1) General de:écriptior{ of the countriss you heve been in.

(2) Discussion of the peoples of those countries, theip
customs, hebits, ete, . :

(3) Your personsl experisnces in battle, without mention
- of ths units or the equipment involved ‘

(4) Name of the port of embarkation and port of deb&rl\ation,
* but not un’t.ll more then one week after you have lended in
the U, S.

e gt AR
R R S (N R R

" Put remember thut this is for convers ation only. *Any of th:ua :ln-
formation, 1f to be used for a press relesse or newspaper story or over
the radio, must be cleared through Publie Relatiomm. . (If you-are a re-
~ turned escapee, avm'ee, or internee, even clearance f,hrough Fublie Re-~.
“lations will not protact you in the event of any violation of sacurity,

A1l returned eseapess, evndseos, and interneeu ave mMed of t.\aeir spac.‘,.a}.
‘instruptions in this’danm-ctiem)
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:: . , VO‘U mx 1T NOFI', undsr any elrcuhat?nc@s, ,aive im" mation to
anyogn——nuwifa, perent, or friends ,

(1) whieh would disclose the number of troops in the arcs from
Foo which you have come, or thelr disposition or coulpment;

(2) waich would disclose the size or type ships of the convoy
or ifs eseort, which accompsnied wou, or its route;

(3} which would indicate the facilities, prese nt or in
construction, st ports, citizs, or camsp in whieh you hav
baang

I

(4) which wonld disclose pow equipment being used in the fieldg

(5)

W owould dlselose the treties heing suployed or your idea
12 whnt fubtare tzetiecs will be or should be caployed;

. ‘ (%) which wouid indieate the gr:op:raphic locution of AFO niunbors; . &

(7) which would disclose the designsbions of units in the fisld.

B F, DO.NOT engare in political or other discussions sonceining our

¥ Allies, Huemember thot the Russisns and the Fralisn shewped the 3 wide

' bafore we entercd the war, and thay and bhe French and others are. our
411ies, DO NOT Start criticisms of our frisuds.

Lzence systell

2o An alert, pel‘u% tort, ond capeble enesy inte d
exists, Mo bit of informabion is too smnll for ivs ue ‘ Loyal
frioends Wla.l understond, if, whor bhay quostion you, :fCu » aantb
talk about the details of thwnt show yeb,¥ Thelr sons and by L‘b‘l&]"b will
“be safer as a result, and you will be Iuifilling your continuing obligs-—
tion to fle mon you h ve laft boliind, . ;

3

Ry commnnd of Major fleneral HARMOM:

/s/ YONEY M, BATLEY,
‘ /t/ FENRY 3, BAILEY,
Colonel, 4Air Coy’ps "
Chief of Staff ,
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From the records | have found | have little information about Lt. Harrison’s

last days of service,

discharge and re-integration into society. The only items | have found are a handwritten indication on

his Missing Air Crew Report (“eus”

commander written in October of 1946 supporting a promotion to Captain.

— [entered US?] June 21, 1945) and a letter from his former

The letter leads me to

believe he remained in the service for at least a few more years.
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1 Uctober 196

SUBJECT: Promotion to Captain of Lt. James W, Harrison, 0-815329

10¢ Bnudur ucn-nl C. C. Nutt

1. Lt. James ¥, Harrison, 0-815329 was under my command from

1 July 1944 until 27 September 1944 at which time h‘ was shot down
ihill ona dive-bombing mission over Germany. During that p-rlod

I was Officer of the 4924 H‘hm Squadron, 48th Fighter
Group. Lt. Harrison served in & superior manner while with the
squadron both as a combat pilot and as an officer. he remained
with the squadrom, he would have been prﬂo"d to a Captain and
fulfilled the duties of a Flight Commander.

2. T take great pride in making this recommendation for Lt.
Harrison. He was admired and respected by all the officers and non-
commissioned officers for his flying ability, sound judgement and keen
sense of duty. I would be perticularly pleased to have him serve with
me again in any capacity.

&‘ JEROMB/J ., WABI

Lt. Colonel, Air Corps
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