Chapter 11 — The Rule of Three’s [v2]

It is often said ocean waves and bad news come in sets of three. First Gibby was gone. Then Mike was
missing. Hazel scoured the newspapers every day looking for some news of George.
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A Prayer

Each night before I close my eyes
l see ywa:m i ol““

sense W your back,
anmz lb::z

ll “U‘;'-""k'mh“;"‘nA'N..d
H e rises from
ON THE NOSE‘ ra‘:l“ﬂ::«:‘llm: :t !g‘:mxn\ in northern

France, as Yank bomber of 9th Air Force gets direct hit. Yesterday
bombers and into Germany for

nearly 1,750 U. S.
fifth time this week to pound an aircraft uﬂmbl; plant at Tutow
snd rail yards at Osnabruck. e

This prayer was clipped from a newspaper and
posted on the first page of Hazel’s scrapbook.
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I.TH MIsﬂON COMPLETED, Sovasm & BN ol it Yot

suthe i fronk of pane ln to celebrate ‘ot 100th mission over Conti-

nent. L. to ., Lieat. Lo Rice, Obio; Lieut. Harry Harp, Blytheville, Ark.: Capt.

il s, At T allace Bond, Mess: Aris ; Sergt. Robert Johnton,
Rapids, and Serxt. James Boteiian, Mont.




[ Thunderbolis Strike

U. S. ir Force Marauders
an ttac t
orthern France an ?

il Airfield, one o e 0.
Nazl _Airdromes circling  Paris,
Exeorted by Li ﬁﬁiﬁgs{,"!ﬁese

s
ar 25 miles north of the o
ca ¢ 3 no_

€] ers an re

erican Thunderbolt fighter-
bombers also were over France,
planting their loads on military
installations in the north.
Clearing weather before dawn
permitted fast-flying RAF Mos-
quitos to dart to Cologne to give
that German industrial and rail
center another hammering. Mili-
tary objectives in France and the
Low Countries also were bombed
and mines were laid in enemy
waters. No British plane was
lost.- ¥

two major operations by the B-26
Marauders of the 9th Air Force,
bringing their total to 15 major
blows in the last 10 days." In their
first attack the Marauders pound-
vital railway spans at Liege-
ing and Lxege-Renory. far in-
Mﬂe Belgium, osing five planes i
 furious German anti-
“Later_in the they rehnﬂ
r:;:i the r%a of Amiens .

-md other rail and military targets
in northern France aﬁﬂugglgium

v

M tignes and  Monceau-sur-
n‘;:l;re, near Charleroi (Belgﬁun
M

: Marauders to Fly—

" Without Paint

A U. S. Medium Bomber Base in
England May 13 (#).—American

B-26 Marauder bombers attacking
German installations are adoptmg‘
the practice of American heavtet‘
! bombers and will fly again with |

silver sides and bellies. Unpainted l
planes are considerably lighter, can |

fly"10 miles an hour faster and yet

| aYe N0 more conspicuous. Paint will -

'be left on the planes’ tops, how-
'ever, to blend the machines with

‘shrubbery while grounded and to |
_protect fliers’ eyes from glare. !
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Resuming heuvy
tions a.fter bad we
broke a non-atop n
sault, 200 Fortresses
tors made the short

Escorted by some 200 P-51
ungﬁghmdthesﬂzﬁr o
the American fliers repol
“eight - tenths” y
French coast, and worse i
‘Temperatures at 20,000
20 below zero. :
No enemy fighters
bat the bombers as the;
hundreds of tons of e
fire bombs on Field M
Karl von Rundstedt’s anti.

we had a good bomb run
our bombs nght in there.”

Allied air” fleets roared
Channnel to continue the b

Maraudeu and A-20 Havocs
tacked a big freight yard in
‘ern France and the

circling Paris, during the morn
Escorted by P-38 Lightning.
ers, the bers set fire

derbolt: fghten
over occupled

And then, just after she put these encouraging clipping in her scrapbook
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U2 44 GOVT=WASHINGTON DC 21 12094
i“RS HAZEL J HOFANES 34 7
f} 69 YEST 1obTH ST nhYK: '
LY o |
:THE SECRETARY OF UAR DESIRES ME TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP REGRET

" THAT YOUR HUSBAND SECOND LIEUTERANT GEORGE A HOFNANN HAS
'BEEN REPORTED WISSING It ACTION SINCE EIGHT MAY OVER

- |
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FRANCE PrRIOD If FURTHER DETAILS OR QTHER IP»F\_REJATION_

WRE RECEIVED YOU ¥1LL BE PROUPTLY ROTIFIED=
DUNLOP ACTING ADJ GEMERAL+ 5_ .
f :" )
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE 3UGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING {rs sERVICE
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WAR DEPARTMENT

IN REPLY REFER TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE

AG 201 Hofmann, George A WARHINGTON 8. D%, 25 May 19Uk,
k) &= 3 5 .

PC-N ETO 067

Mrs. Hazel J. Hofmann,
; 69 West 10hth Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Mrs. Hofmann:

were regretfully informed that your husband, Second Lieutenant George
A. Hofmann, 0-741,310. Alr Corps, has been reported missing in actlon
over France since 8 May 194k,

T know that added dlstress is caused by failure to recelve
more information or details. Therefore, T wish to assure you that at
any tlme additlonal informatlion is received it will be tronsmitted to
you without delay, and, if in the meantime no additional information
1e received, T will sgain communlcate with you at the expiration of
three months. Also, 1t 1s the policy of the Commanding General of the
Army Alr Forces upon receipt of the "Missing Alr Crew Report™ to convey
to you any detalls that might be contained in that report.

The term "missinc in action" 1s used only to indicate that

the whereabouts or status of an individual is not immediately known.

+ 1g not intended to convey the lmpression that the case 1s closed.
T wish to emphasize thet every effort 1s exerted continuously to clear
up the status of our personnel. Under war conditions this 1s a difficult
task as you must readily realize. Experlence has shown that many persons
reported missing In actlon are subsequently reported as prisoners of
ver, but as this information is furniehed by countries with which we
are at war, the War Department is helpless to expedlte such reports.
However, in order to relieve financial worry, Congress hes enacted
legislation which continues in force the pay, allowances and allotments
to dependents of personnel belns carried in e missing status.

Permlit me to extend to you my heartfelt sympathy during this

period of uncertalnty.

ROBERT H, DUNLCP
Brigadier General,
Acting The AdJjutant General.

Sincerely yours

—Thig Tetter 18 10 confiri iy récenl lelegram in which you - =~
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7y May 26, 1944

Mrs. George Hoffman .
69 West 104 Street. Z
New York City ‘

Dear Mrs, Hoffman,

We wele sorry you have had such a
disturbing telegram f'rom the Zovernment but we do feel
things will turn out alright after reading the letter
from his pal, /

I called the Army Relief this morning
and talked with Lt. Ifrancis and he said that "missing in
action" was not too bwad news in the Air Force. He inter-
preted it as either "in the hospital or a prisoner of war",
(eorge 1 know is a resourceful fellow and he has you and
his precious baby to live for so he will make every effort .
to contact you if he i3 a prisoner or get well if he is in
a hospital, We are all pulling hard and praying that soon
you will receive some definite word and urge you to put your
trust in Divine Power knowing that Power will bring him
through., ‘L

With our best wishes to you and for
George's safety,

]
{4

Sincerely,

o A
'j Grace M, Grandstaff
Employee Relations
GMG:bf ] Counselor



SPFNU 201 Hofmann

" ARMY SERVICE FORCES
Of fice of Dependency Benefits
Newdrk 2, New Jersey

George A.

(19 May 44 ) AN 0-7/1,310
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3 June 1944

Mrs. Haxel J. Hofmenn,
69 West 104th Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Mrs. Hofmann:

Every person In the military service designates an "emergency addressee" to whom
the War Department is to send communications concerning him when the occasion arises,
and the records of The Adiutant General's Office show that you are the one to be so
addressed in the case of the person named above.

This office having been advised that a telearam of information has already been
sent you, it now becomes its duty to inform you concerning the provisions which Con-
gress has made for the welfare of the dependents of those who by service to their
country are prevented from continuing such provisions themselves.

it Is requested and presumed that you will see that these advices reach those
whom they greatly concern for it is only through you that contact with them can be
established.

Public Law 430 - 77th Congress contalns 2 orovision whereby (with certain excep-
tions) "any person who [s in active service and Is offically reoorted missing, missing
in action, interned in a neutral country or captured by the enemy shall, while so
absent, be entitled to receive or to have credited to his account the same oay and
atlowances to which such person was entitled at the beginning of the absence or may
become entitled to thereafter."”

The act not only authorizes that any allotments in effect at the beginning of
such an absence be continued (for a period the length of which depends upon circum-
stances but may be assumed as 12 months untl) other facts are known) but provides that
new allotments may be made, or existing allotments increased by authority of the
Secretary of War, to provide for the support of denendents and to pay the premiums on
insurance policies of the person in service. R

The dependents eligible under this Act include the wife, and unmarried children
under the age of 2| years., C(ertaln other relatives who are in fact dependent upon the
service person may also be granted atlotments from the pay accrulng to hlm under the
Act, including his mother, step-children, and adopted children.

The Act does not warrant the allotting of more than is reasonably necessary to
meet the purposes for which it is intended. Although an applicatlon for an increase
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in an allotment previously established (either by the person himself for such a pur-
pose or under the Act) will be considered, the necessity for such an Increase must be
clearly shown before an Increase will be granted.

There are also provisions In the Act which under these circumstances may author-
lze the transportation, to the point selected by them, of dependents and household
belonglngs.

The American Red (ross Is prepared to assist those who may wish their eligibllity
consldered for any of the benefits which Congress has provided for the dependents of
persons In the military service. The nearest local Chapter will gladly furnish the
necessary application forms and assist in their preparation and submission. it will
be appreciated if that channel be first approached as it will tend to 1imit correspon-
dence and bring the situation to the attention of this offlce In a form which will
expedite determination and payment.

In any case where Insurance is known to be in effect, provision should be made
for the continuation of premium payments and an aVlotment Is avallable for such pur-
poses even though none may be required for the support of dependents.

Allotments already in effect for the payment of insurance premiums will be auto-
matically continued. Any question concerning Government insurance should be addressed
to the Veterans' Administration, Washlington, D. C,

Communications concerning allotments should be addressed to Dependency Allotment
Sectlon, Office of Dependency Benefits, Newark 2, New Jersey,

Ho N. GILBERT
Brigadier General, Unlted States Army
Director

ASF 0DB Form No. 108
Rev., 2-1-u4u4 6M



ADDRESS REPLY TO
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON 23, D, C.
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

ATTENTION: AFPPA=S

AAF 201 - (LL29) Hofmann, George A.
0741310

June 15, 19u4

Mrs. Hazel J. Hofmann,
69 West 10lth Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Mrs. Hofmann:

Under date of May 19, 194l, The Adjutant General notified you that
your husband, Second Lieutenant George A. Hofmann, had been reported
nmissing in action over France since May 8th.

Turther information has been received indicating that Lieutenant
Hofmann was a crew member of a B-26, (Marauder), bomber which departed from
FEngland on a bombardment mission to France on May 8th. Details are not
avalilable, but the report indicates that your husband's bomber was last
seen at about 10:15 a.m. over France and that its loss is believed to
have been caused by enemy antiaircraft fire. The crew members of
accompanying planes were unable to furnish any other information with
reference to the disappearance of this bomber.

Due to necessity for military security, it 1s regretted that the names
of those who were in the plane and the names and addresses of their next
of kin may not be furnished at the present time.

The great anxiety caused you by failure to receive more details con-~
cerning your husband'e disappearance is fully realized. Please be assured
that any additional information received will be conveyed immediately
to you by The Adjutant General or this headquarters.

Very sincerely,

) Sl

E. A, BRADUNAS,
Major, As Ge Da,
Chief, Casualty Branch,
Personal Affairs Division,
Assistant Chief Alr Staff, Personnel,

This must have been one of the most stressful times in my mother’s life — and at this point, only
God knows where my father might be and how he is doing. Hazel wrote the following in her
scrapbook in her always beautiful cursive:






