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Chapter 22 – Returning to Civilian Life  
 
                              Americans Returning from German POW Camps Suffered from PTSD 
 
      ---   Duane Schultz 

When the war in Europe ended and the POWs started going home, many quickly found that their transition 
to civilian life was not going to be easy. As with so many veterans of World War II, POW or not, the 
momentary initial excitement and euphoria of seeing family and friends again did not last. According to 
surveys in 1946, a full 40 percent of returning POWs expressed disappointment. 

At least one of every three returning American veterans felt completely estranged from the civilian world 
they had left when they went to war, and as many as half believed the war had left them worse off. Forty 
years later, in 1985, a study of former POWs found that 25 percent said they were still bothered by anxiety, 
irritability, depression, exaggerated startle response, body tremors, insomnia, and nightmares. And almost 
three out of every four ex-POWs reported intermittent problems with these kinds of symptoms. Only four 
percent said that they had never been troubled emotionally by their experiences during captivity. 

Studies in 2018, more than 70 years after the war, found that 30 percent of British POWs had developed 
what was called a “stalag mentality,” which included feelings of guilt at having been a prisoner of war, 
along with intense depression, a belief that their mental and physical health had been permanently 
damaged, and intense anxiety about being able to reintegrate back into civilian life. 

Many American POWs felt estranged from their wives and families, and many marriages were damaged as 
a result. The first two postwar years saw a divorce boom in the United States, with veterans divorcing at 
twice the rate of people who had not served in the war. Many wives felt that, as one put it, “I got engaged 
to one man, then a different man came home.” 

One million returning American servicemen, including POWs, were classified as neuropsychiatric (NP). One 
year after the war, by 1946, more than 10,000 veterans a month were trying to get help at veterans’ 
hospitals for NP-related problems. By the following year, more than half of all patients in VA hospitals had 
been diagnosed as neuropsychiatric. 

One veteran said, “I would wake up at night drenched with sweat and a sense of terror. I would lie awake 
and stare at the insides of my eyelids. Every one of those young dead soldiers [he had seen in combat] went 
by like a slide show. Why did I survive when so many others had been killed? Why had I not been wounded 
when so many others were maimed for life? I didn’t recognize the fact that I had indeed been wounded, 
and severely at that. It was a wound that would take fifty years to heal.” 

Kurt Vonnegut spent more than 20 years after the war trying to come to terms with his experiences at 
Dresden, writing and destroying thousands of pages before completing his most famous 
book, Slaughterhouse-Five. His daughter said Vonnegut “was writing to save his own life” and that he was 
constantly dealing with heavy drinking, flashbacks, nightmares, sleepless nights, periods of dissociation 
from reality, and sudden bursts of intense anger. 

A major problem for returning veterans after the war was that the VA lacked enough psychologists and 
other mental-health counselors to treat their disorders. The VA also failed to fully comprehend the array of 
emotional problems plaguing returning veterans. Norman Bussel wrote, “For those of us who recognized 
that we had a problem, a trip to a VA hospital for help quickly convinced us that they didn’t have a clue as 
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to what was wrong with us. So, we went back to our jobs and self-medicated with alcohol at night and on 
weekends.” 

Many returning POWS and combat veterans could not bring themselves to talk about their feelings. It was 
considered “unmanly” to admit to having feelings of stress—or psychological problems of any kind, for that 
matter. They did not want their families and friends to know that they had such problems, or worse, to 
admit they were accepting treatment. Many were also afraid, with some justification, that having “NP” 
stamped in their files would follow them throughout life and keep them from finding meaningful 
employment. 

Another issue for returning POWs was the sense that while millions of others had been fighting and dying 
for their country, they were often thought to be “safe” in the camps. In the occasional letters from home 
that got through, loved ones would ask such questions as what color bedroom slippers were wanted for 
Christmas, or offer advice such as not to overeat and to exercise and stay in good shape. 

______________________________________ 

Stepping off the troopship John Ericsson in New York meant you were home – but it didn’t mean you were 
discharged.  Just getting off the ship was an unpredictable affair. 
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Some men would be admitted to military hospitals and others placed on extended leaves and furloughs.  
However, all men would eventually be processed by the AAF Personnel Distribution Command and assigned to 
one of five Redistribution Stations.  George was assigned to Atlantic City and found himself right back in the same 
reception station where he had enlisted in May of 1941 – Fort Dix. 

Many others would be reassigned to the continuing war effort.  For them, the war went on.  There was no change 
of situation, only a change of scenery.   

To support the continuing efforts in the Pacific Theater, “R” (Redeployment) Day, 12 May 1945, was a notable 
date at Fort Dix when more than 2,000 troops were processed for additional overseas assignment.  They were 
screened for eligibility and placed in a separation stream from those who would ultimately be discharged.  In 
order to separate as many eligible men as possible that day, all military and civilian personnel who could be 
spared were put to work in the Separation Center.  Separations on R-Day were given worldwide coverage by 
news and motion picture services with two national radio hookups.  It was the beginning of a huge effort where 
Fort Dix would discharge in total, 508,069 personnel is 1945 alone including those returning from the cessation 
of hostilities in the Pacific. 

Since the war in the Pacific would 
continue for another three months, 
security of information was still a high 
priority.  The following general 
memorandum regarding responsibilities 
of the Distribution Command and 
procedures when reporting to an 
appropriate Redistribution Center was 
given to all returning military personnel 
Written in September of 1944.  And 
additional letter highlighting security 
issues was also distributed. 
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After stepping on US soil, it was “hurry up and wait” at debarkation points.  At repatriation centers, those in need 
of care, including all ex-POW’s, were culled out and hospitalized.  

Eventually all returnees passed through a variety of military travel stopping points on their way to the assigned 
separation centers.   

_______________________________________________ 

The Final Push 

You might be back on US soil but you were still weeks or months from being back at home in civilian clothes. 

I have little information of the period from George’s arrival in New York on May, 29, 1945, his processing and 
assignment to Fort Dix and about his last days of service and reintegration into society other than a single 
document regarding his stay at the Atlantic City AAF Redistribution Center, Station No.1 from July 31 to August 8, 
1945. 
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Having arrived stateside on the M.S. John Ericsson troop ship on May 29, 1945, this document implies he was 
placed in a hospital, most likely Fort Tilton Medical Center, due to his physical and mental conditon.  After a two 
month recovery period, he arrived at the Atlantic City Redistribution station on July 31, 1945 for final processing, 
furlough assignments or discharge. 

      

After surviving a grueling death march from a German POW camp, newly liberated American prisoners of war 
recover at a U.S. Army hospital in May 1945. For many the road to recovery was long and arduous. 

 

Redistribution and Separation Centers 

Somewhat healthy again, there was only more tunnel for George to traverse to get to the light – but it was not 
as close as you would think. 

Separation centers were not the cold impersonal disassembly lines one would imagine. Several personal 
guidelines were considered at all times. Before individuals were returned to civilian life, center operators 
attempted to bring the separate-e face-to-face with the realization that their home communities were probably 
changed by war, and that their own interests also may have changed. Men wishing to use Army-acquired skills in 
civilian life were informed how these skills could be used. Each separate-e was provided a record of his military 
experiences to help him get a job. Those with handicaps or physical limitations, who needed rehabilitation or 
development of a proper mental outlook, were given counsel. Thus, those operating the centers guided soldiers 
from the world they knew before the war into the post-war contemporary world. This was the humanitarian 
approach followed during the maximum 48 hours allotted each individual prior to his release from active service. 
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The system was set up none too soon. Separation activities steadily increased until it seemed they would be 
overwhelmed by the hordes of troops returning from the war. Separation Center 26, which had begun operations 
at Dix in April 1944, processed only 323 men that month. The volume slowly increased, and at the year’s end, 
38,554 officers, enlisted men and WACs had been separated. This number was but a trickle preceding the later 
flood. 
 
There were twenty-two designated Separation Centers by April 11, 1945: 
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This was the tunnel:  

A man entered the 
demobilization stream when he 
reported at the Arrival Station, 
officially known as Incoming 
Records Section of the Enlisted 
Men's Record Branch. The 
Arrival Stations operated on a 
24-hour basis throughout the 
entire period, employing 
hundreds of civilians and 
enlisted men and women under 
the supervision of five officers. 
Among its other facilities the 
Arrival Station had a snack bar 
where men got coffee, milk, 
doughnuts, and sandwiches 
before they assembled to be 
briefed on the separation 
procedure. At this assembly the soldiers completed the first in a series of WD (Discharge) forms and then 
proceeded to the Initial Clothing Shakedown Section at which place they were relieved of all unauthorized 
government clothing and equipment. The Clothing Shakedown Section, like the Arrival Station, operated on a 3-
shift basis, facilitating the rapid processing of the discharge-es. This is where the men were separated from their 
“War Trophies”.

War Trophies - The problem of war trophies gave 
the separation center personnel cause for much 
extra work. Certain items were authorized to be 
kept by discharge-es, provided they had the items 
certificated by their commanding officers before 
leaving their units. It was discovered, however, 
that many troops kept unauthorized articles - and 
even had no certificates for those which could 
have been authorized. Various reasons were 
offered by the men for this situation. Some of 
them claimed that they had known nothing about 
the arrangement to have trophies checked; others 
complained that officers were either too busy or not available to do the job. Whatever the reasons, the 
result was that unauthorized items showed up everywhere, and it was discovered that soldiers were 
throwing these trophies out the train windows as they approached camp, hoping to pick them up later 
without censure. Roadbeds had to be searched daily in order to pick up these discarded articles. Those who 
legally retained weapons were warned to register them with local police after discharge.

                      



683

From the Clothing Shakedown Section, separate-es were 
transported to their assigned processing company. 
Separation Companies, usually divided into five units 
that were in charge of all casual personnel processing for 
discharge - Orderly Room, Billeting, Supply, Mess, and 
Operations Sections.   Separate-es were fed, billeted, 
issued passes and furloughs, and kept informed by the 
company. Roster leaders from Operations Section, 
trained in separation procedure, conducted each group 
to formations, the first of which was an orientation 
lecture giving the details about separations, information 
regarding the facilities of the camp, and a pep talk about 
re-enlisting!

The fourth step in the separation process was the final physical 
examination. Separation Centers devoted multiple barracks-size 
buildings to this purpose - most for actual examinations and some 
in which to keep records. With the cessation of hostilities in 1945, 
Fort Dix took on a new prominence. During that year, the Separation 
Center expanded and became the largest in the nation with a 
personnel center capacity of 24,560 as compared to most others 
with well under 10,000-capacity.  

While in the Medical Processing Branch men were not only 
examined thoroughly but their complete medical history was made 
a matter of record. Should a man require further examination, he 
was sent to the Tilton General Hospital, a huge sprawling complex 
adjacent to Fort Dix where many wounded and ex-POW personnel 
were convalescing. 

The last step in the medical examination was a final check at which 
time a board of four medical officers, one of whom was a 
psychiatrist, made the decision as to whether or not a man was fit 
for discharge. At this point men filed their disability claims.

Having passed his physical examination, a man was ready to go through 
the fifth stage of the separation - counseling. The Army had instituted 
counseling to assist the soldier in making a smooth transition to civilian 
life, to make known to him his rights and benefits as a veteran, and to 
offer vocational and educational guidance.

At Fort Dix, the counseling system was divided into enlisted men's and 
officers' sections with each section housed in buildings consisting of a 
general orientation room, an individual booth capacity of fifty, a library, 
a civilian agency office, and an administrative office. The original group 
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counselors for enlisted men rose into the hundreds (plus officer counselors) at the height of separation activity. 
Counselors at first were graduates of The Adjutant General's Counseling School and had had experience in the 
work at other separation centers. When the demand for additional counselors became great, schools and on-
the-job training courses were established and men with high AGCT scores, personnel experience, and college 
educations were enrolled. 

Although formal counseling was the fifth step in being discharged, counseling of sorts had been going on all the 
time. Men had already been apprised of the benefits they could expect under the GI Bill of Rights, the actions 
discharge-es must go through in civilian life, and what to do about their National Service Life Insurance. With this 
information in mind, the soldier could approach his counselor with intelligent questions and could assimilate the 
new facts he learned. 

When the soldiers were brought to the Counseling Branch, they 
were first given a quick summary of what they could expect there 
and were impressed with the importance of cooperating as much 
as possible - for their own good. After the brief orientation, 
soldiers passed to the counseling booths for individual attention. 
There particular emphasis was placed on filling out the Separation 
Qualification Record, with an account of all military and civilian 
education, training, and experience; and the rest of the interview 
dealt with awards, various GI rights, and job opportunities for 
returning veterans. 

In addition to the Army counselors, there were representatives on hand from civilian agencies, such as Red Cross, 
U. S. Employment Service, and the Veteran's Administration, to answer questions and give advice. At all times an 
effort was made to have current information so that it would be as useful as possible to the veteran. 

The Awards and Decorations Section of the Counseling Branch issued Good Conduct Medals to qualified troops, 
gave detailed information regarding all medals, awards, and decorations, and prepared medals for presentation 
at the Departure Ceremony. 

The clothing issue warehouse and tailor shop operated under the Post 
Quartermaster's supervision. The clothing issue warehouses were set 
up so that a man could enter at the side of the building; and then, 
proceeding down a guide rail, he collected the various items of 
clothing that were coming to him. A checker stood at the end of the 
line, making sure that the separate-e had received the proper things. 
From this point the man continued to the near-by tailor shop for any 
necessary alterations, pressing, or sewing, which usually took no more 
than ten or fifteen minutes. Sometimes a soldier was of such extreme 
size that he could not be provided with proper clothing immediately, 
in which case it was forwarded to his home as soon as possible.
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At the Initial Clothing Shakedown separate-es were relieved of all unauthorized items, and this process was 
repeated at the Final Clothing Shakedown, with men's uniforms being checked for neatness and fit also. Should 
any alteration, pressing, or sewing be required, the separate-e received a priority slip entitling him to these 
services as soon as his discharge was complete. Luggage was tagged for storage at this point until after the final 
ceremony.

The final step in the separation procedure was the departure 
ceremony. At this assembly the War Department had an 
opportunity to express in a dignified way its gratitude to the 
civilian soldiers for their service and to help them leave with a 
feeling of pride in themselves for doing a good job. Military and 
religious significance was given to the occasion by having both 
a field grade officer and a chaplain in charge. Begun with an 
invocation by the chaplain, the ceremony continued with a talk 
by the officer, who gave the soldiers a few pointers about 
returning to civilian life. At the same time the discharge-es 
were praised for their loyal service in the Army and were given 
a pep talk on being good Americans when they became civilians again. When the speeches were concluded and 
decorations issued, the separate-es filed past the officer in charge to receive their discharge certificates, the last 
step in the separation process.

George did not complete this discharge cycle in 
August although he was removed from active 
duty on August 25, 1945. He was in and out of 
debriefing and treatment centers for sixteen 
more weeks, much of the time furloughed and 
home with his wife and son.  I know for a fact 
he was home in late September since his 
second son, the author, was born nine months 
later on May 31, 1946.

On December 1, 1945, he was officially 
discharged. 

And so, it ended.  The 27,205-mile journey to 
Hell and back was finally over. 
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Although post-traumatic-stress-disorder didn’t have a name in 1945, it did have a face.  An Army Air Force booklet 
“published for the information and guidance for all concerned” tried to address the problem by giving the flyers 
insight into the psychology of returning to a “normal” life.  Sadly life would never again be normal for many of 
these men. 
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_________________________ 

The War Department was also prepared to face an avalanche of requests for support through the GI Bill or Rights 
program commitments it made to millions of its countries heroes with the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944 – a far cry from how it handled its returning WWI veterans.  This pamphlet was a great aid to returning 
armed forces personnel who had to be overwhelmed with the stress of returning home.  
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______________________________ 

The War Claims Act of 1948 

Of the approximately 130,000 American prisoners of war (POWs) in World War II (WWII), 27,000 or more were 
held by Japan. Of the approximately 19,000 American civilian internees held in WWII, close to 14,000 were 
captured and interned by Japan. The War Claims Act of 1948, or Public Law 80-896 (62 Stat. 1240; 50 U.S.C.) is a 
United States federal law passed by the 80th United States Congress on July 3, 1948. It created the War Claims 
Commission to adjudicate claims and pay out compensation to American prisoners of war and civilian internees 
of World War II.    It authorized ten prisoner of war and civilian internee compensation programs, and four war 
damage and loss compensation programs. Payments and administrative expenses for all but three of the 
programs were paid by the liquidation of Japanese and German assets seized by the U.S. after World War II.   
Payments to prisoners of war were at the rate of US$1 to $2.50 per day of imprisonment, payments to civilian 
internees of Japan amounted to $60 for each month of internment. Civilians were also eligible for compensation 
for disability or death. The act did not authorize compensation for civilian internees held by Germany.   

War Claims Commission - In the United States, payments to WWII POWs and internees were made by the War 
Claims Commission (WCC), which was established by the War Claims Act of 1948 (50 U.S.C. App. 2001 et seq.). 
Under Section 12 of the War Claims Act, German and Japanese assets seized by the United States after December 
17, 1941, under the Trading with the Enemy Act of October 6, 1917, (40 Stat. 411) as amended, were to be 
liquidated and placed in a War Claims Fund created on the books of the U.S. Treasury. According to 1959 
testimony by the head of the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission, the total amount of these liquidated assets 
amounted to $228,750,000. The 1952 amendments to the War Claims Act (P.L. 303, 66 Stat. 47, 49 [1952]), 
designated April 9, 1953, as the last day for the Commission to receive claims relative to WWII, and WCC 
programs were completed on March 31, 1955. 

Prisoners of War - A prisoner of war is defined in the original Claims Act as "…any regularly appointed, enrolled, 
enlisted or inducted member of the military or naval forces of the United States who was held as a prisoner of 
war for any period subsequent to December 7, 1941, by any government of any nation with which the United 
States has been at war subsequent to such date." Thus, POWs captured by any of the Axis Powers - Germany, 
Italy, or Japan - were eligible to apply for compensation. 

Application Form 611 was provided to the affected groups in May of 1952.  It included a brief description of the 
applicable contents of the 1929 Geneva Conventions Rules shown below to be used as  guide for describing 
forced labor and inhumane treatment.  
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Peace Treaties with Japan and Germany - The United States concluded a treaty ending the state of war between 
the United States and Japan in 1951 that included POW compensation provisions. In addition, the War Claims 
Act (WCA) dealt with U.S. POWs held by all Axis powers, as well as civilian American internees of Japan. Since the 
United States did not conclude a peace treaty with Germany, only recently has compensation for some U.S. 
civilian internees of Germany been awarded. 

War Claims Compensation - Under the War Claims Act of 1948, POWs held "…by any government of any nation 
with which the United States has been at war subsequent to [December 7, 1941]" were paid a lump sum payment 
based on $1 per day of imprisonment in which a POW was able to prove under Section 6(b) of the law that “…the 
enemy government or its agents failed to furnish him such quantity or quality of food (as he was entitled to as a 
prisoner of war under the Geneva Convention on Treatment of Prisoners of War of July 27, 1929).” The 1952 
amendments added Section 6(d) that provided for payment of additional $1.50 per day if a POW were able to 
prove that he was subjected to "inhumane treatment" or forced to perform hard labor, thus bringing total 
aggregate payments to a maximum of $2.50 per day of imprisonment. Detention benefits could also be paid to 
members of a deceased POW's immediate family. Claims for disability or ongoing health problems due to being 
a POW of the Axis powers were subsequently handled by the Veterans Administration. 

• POWs @$1 inadequate food rate [filing period 1/30/50 - 3/31/52] 
286,315 claims, 179,725 awards = $49,935,899 
 
• POWs @ additional $1.50 forced labor rate [filing period 4/9/52 - 8/1/54] 
254,228 claims, 178,900 awards = $73,492,926 
 
• Civilian internees interned or in hiding @ $60 rate [filing period 4/9/52 - 8/1/54] 
23,000 claims, 9,260 awards = $13,679,329 
 
• American POWs enlisted in Allied forces [completed 8/31/56] 
266 claims, 206 awards = $335,836 
 
• American merchant seamen captured and interned by Germany or Japan [completed 8/31/56] 
385 claims, 171 awards = $333,594 
 
• Interned civilian contractor employees @ $60 rate [filing period 8/31/54 - 8/31/55] 
2,968 claims, 2,222 awards = $4,082,086 

According to the Chief Counsel for the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission, there were approximately 39,000 
claimants in the category POWs held by Japan, or their survivors, and approximately 81,200 claimants in the 
category of POWs held by Germany or their survivors. 

Although the WCC believed that it had done a good job of publicizing its program and of contacting potential 
claimants, POW/internee groups, such as the National American Ex-POW Association, Inc. and the Center for 
Internee Rights, Inc. believed that insufficient efforts were made to find potential claimants. These groups also 
contended that because many of the effects of internment might not show up until many years after the fact, 
the cutoff dates for filing claims were too short. 

Survival Rates in Japanese and German WWII Camps - The stark differences in reported death rates for U.S. 
soldiers and civilians in German vs. Japanese camps dramatize the nature of the experience of Japan's camps for 
POWs and internees. Dr. Stenger's figures list 93,941 U.S. military personnel captured and interned by Germany, 
of whom 1,121 died (a little over a 1% death rate), and 27,465 U.S. military personnel captured and interned by 
Japan, of whom 11,107 died (more than a 40% death rate). The Center for Internee Rights (CFIR), an internee 
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advocacy group, uses the same figures as Dr. Stenger for Nazi POWs and POW deaths. However, CFIR has 
different figures for POWs of Japan. Using its high figures for both American POWs held by Japan (36,260) and 
their higher number of POW deaths (13,851) results in a slightly lower percentage of POW deaths, 38.2%. 
According to the Center for Internee rights, of the 4,749 U.S. civilians held by the German, 168, or 3.5% died; in 
contrast, of the 13,996 American civilian internees they believe were held by Japan, 1,536, or 11% died. A similar 
figure of 13,979 for the total number of American civilian internees held by Japan was compiled by the Army's 
Office of the Provost Marshal General's Prisoner of War Division. 

A recent book by Linda Goetz Holmes, Unjust Enrichment: How Japan's Companies Built Postwar Fortunes Using 
American POWs, offers additional information on POW camp experiences. 

Holmes highlights information from British signals sergeant Jack Edwards, who was a POW and became part of a 
British and American war crimes investigating team which in 1946 searched the remains of the Kinkaseki copper 
mine, Prisoner of War Branch Camp No. 1, Formosa (Taiwan), for evidence.  According to Edwards, among the 
burnt debris of the camp offices he found 15 handwritten transcriptions of broadcast orders dated April 1942 
through August 20, 1945 (5 days after the Emperor announced the Japanese surrender), from command 
headquarters, Tokyo. 
 
Holmes included the text of one of the documents Edwards reportedly found - August 1, 1944, orders from the 
Japanese vice-minister of war to all POW camp commanders in the occupied territories and home islands. In 
answer to the question from the head of the POW administration on Formosa asking for clarification as to 
circumstances under which he should act on his own, according to this document, the vice-minister authorized 
commanders to kill all the POWs they held if "an uprising of large numbers cannot be suppressed without the 
use of firearms" or "when escapees from the camp may turn into a hostile fighting force" and "not to allow the 
escape of a single one, to annihilate them all, and not to leave any traces." Holmes then cites several specific 
instances - Wake Island, October 1943; Palawan Island, December 1944; Borneo, June 1945 - in which, she writes, 
camp commanders, believing their camps were soon to be attacked, carried out these orders and massacred all 
but handful of their POWs. Later in her book Homes reported the discovery of a copy of a much more official 
copy of this same execution order in the files of the Japanese Governor General of Formosa, Richiki Ando.  Holmes 
added that documents at the National Archives indicated that although this execution document was not 
mentioned in open court at the Tokyo War Crimes Trials, it was apparently introduced into evidence in January 
1947 by the prosecutor and admitted into evidence by the chief judge without comment as document #2701, 
exhibit 2015. 

The Geneva Conventions comprise four treaties, and three additional protocols, that establish the standards of 
international law for the humanitarian treatment of the victims of war. The singular term Geneva Convention 
denotes the agreements of 1949, negotiated in the aftermath of the Second World War (1939–45), which 
updated the terms of the first three treaties (1864, 1906, 1929), and added a fourth treaty. The articles of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention (1949) extensively defined the basic rights of prisoners (civil and military) during war; 
established protections for the wounded; and established protections for the civilians in and around a war zone. 
The treaties of 1949 were ratified, in whole or with reservations, by 194 countries.  The Geneva Convention also 
defines the rights and protections of non-combatants. 



707 
 

             

 



708 



709 

The forms were fairly straight forward and it would be hard to imagine that any of them would be rejected. 
Conditions in the German prison camps went from bad to worse as the war moved forward.  For the captives in 
the Pacific it was amazing that any of them made it out alive as you will see if you can struggle through the poor 
copy of this application made by Victor Michael Marfuta of Limestone, Maine.      
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Application For Living Ex-Prisoner of War Compensation for 
Compulsory Labor and/or Inhumane Treatment 

Section 3 – page 5 

14. (a)  Describe the living conditions and sleeping facilities (crowded conditions, heating, ventilation, bedding,
fire protection, etc.) –

Frankfurt, Germany – solitary confinement:  soup, bread and water;  no washing facilities 

Sagan, Germany – slept nine to a room, triple bunks; little to no heat; poor bedding, one blanket 

Nuremberg, Germany – poor living and sleeping facilities; overcrowded conditions due to the evacuation of Sagan 
camp; no heat, poor ventilation, no bedding 

Moosburg, Germany – overcrowded conditions due to evacuation of a number of prison camps crowding into 
this camp; no heat, poor ventilation, no bedding 

(b) What clothing, linens or footwear, if any, were furnished you?

Sagan camp only camp where linen was supplied.  No footwear furnished at all. 

15. (a)  Were sanitary measures taken to assure cleanliness and healthfulness of camps and to prevent
epidemics?          No               If the answer is no describe the conditions of the camp.

Sagan camp only camp where sanitary measures were taken due mostly to the resourcefulness of the prisoners. 

(b) State whether toilet facilities were adequate and if sufficient water was provided for bathing to maintain
cleanliness.  

Adequate toilet facilities and sufficient water (except when supply was cut off by German guards).  This was only 
at Sagan camp 

(c) Were you allowed to exercise in the open air?

16. Describe what medical care, supplies or facilities were available.

17. Were you permitted to retain personal effects and objects, other than arms, military equipment and papers?

18. Describe here any other conditions to which you were subjected that may be relevant to provisions of the
Geneva Convention of 1929 and to the humane treatment of prisoners of war (for ex. abuse, ridicule, humiliation, 
subjection to attack, bombardment, etc.)

During transportation to prison camp I was forced along with other prisoners to walk around the city of Frankfurt 
for about two hours during which time we were cursed, spit at, and almost attacked by angry German civilians. 

On the way into the prison camp we were strafed by our own planes with no shelter available. 

During solitary confinement I was continually told I was an American spy and would be treated accordingly unless 
I answered their questions. 
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Nuremberg camp was about half a mile from target areas.  Bomb shelters were not available.  Target attacked 
almost every night. 

19. (a)  Having read the requirements of the Geneva Convention of 1929 outlined above with regard to labor 
and/or inhumane treatment of prisoners of war, do you allege that the enemy government which held you 
prisoner continually failed to comply with these requirements?  Yes 

       (b)  If you believe your answer to (a) above should be “yes” for most of the period of your imprisonment, but 
you wish to except certain periods when you received treatment in compliance with the Geneva Convention of 
1929, give dates of such periods. 

Only on entry into Sagan camp did we receive treatment which seemed to be in compliance with the Geneva 
Convention 

_________________________________ 

 

          

 

 




