Chapter 7 — Training Comes to an End — Now It’s the Real Thing [v3]

It is not clear when George heard about Gibby’s accident. The loss would have been reported
when the surviving B-24’s returned to India on December 1, 1943 and a MACR (Missing Air
Crew Report) was required to be submitted within 48 hours. Typically the War Department
notified next of kin via telegram within a few weeks regarding MIA status so this news must
have hit the family just before Christmas.

For the Hofmann’s and the Rauh’s the finality of it all would not be known for several months.
Fortunately maneuvers and training sessions of December were intense enough to keep George
focused on other things.

SECRET
596" BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
397™ Bombardment Group (M) Hunter Field, Ga.

31 December 1943
SUBJECT: Summary of Squadron History for Month of December.
TO . Historical Officer, 397" Bombardment Group (M) Hunter Field, Ga.
December

During the month of December, the Squadron continued its regular tactical training program with
many flights scheduled, the balance of the time being used by attending ground school courses
particularly relative to B-26 operations and activities in combat zones.

From December 15 th through 25 th a series of missions organized by the Wing and
coordinated with other Groups were flown, and our Squadron participated in all of these
missions in addition to the regular scheduled flying.

We received additional personnel during the month to bring the Squadron to full strength and
the strength of the organization as of 31° December 1943 was 65 Officers and 331 enlisted
men.

In this month 1% Lts. Wm. J. Rhodes and Robert R. Evans, flight commanders, were promoted
to Captains, and 2™ Lt. Wm. V. Flowers was promoted to 1% Lt.

Since 26™ December, we have been busy preparing to leave on two weeks’ maneuvers on the
1% January 1944 to Atterbury Army Air Field, Atterbury Indiana.

John R. Neale
1% Lt. Air Corps.
Asst. Intell. Officer

Atterbury Air Field - 1943,






The air base went through many name changes from its start as the Columbus Air
Support Command Base to Atterbury Army Air Field in 1943, till base closing in 1946. The
base reopened as Atterbury Air Force Base then renamed Bakalar Air Force Base
October 1954. In 1972 the base was renamed Bakalar Municipal Airport and later known
as Columbus Bakalar Airport. In 1981 Bakalar was dropped and became Columbus
Municipal Airport.



The following notes of history can be found today at the Atterbury Bakalar Air Museum in
Columbus, Indiana:

B-26 SPECIFICATIONS

Span: 71 ft. 0 in.

Length: 58 ft. 6 in.

Height: 20 ft. 3 in.

Weight: 37,000 Ibs. loaded

Armament: Eleven .50-cal. machine guns; 4,000 Ibs. of bombs
Engines: Two Pratt & Whitney R-2800's of 2,000 hp. ea.

Cost: $227,000

PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed: 285 mph.
Cruising speed: 190 mph.
Range: 1,100 miles
Service Ceiling: 19,800 ft.

B-26 Bombers were at the Atterbury Army Air Field during 1943 and
1944.September of 1943 the first B-26's arrived at the field.

From the October 8, 1943 Evening Republican Newspaper.: B-26 falls and burns near
Nortonsburg. All six crew members miraculously escaped death Thursday afternoon when their
B-26 bomber from Atterbury Army Air field made a crash landing four miles east of the field,
plowed along the ground in flames for about 250 feet, spun around in a roadside ditch and was
destroyed by fire.

Capt. Ward H. Porter, Intelligence officer with the bomber group at the local field said none of
the men was seriously hurt and that the plane was on a routine mission.

B-26 Marauder Bombers Arrive at Local Field

Bombardment Group Units to Train Here Temporarily-Skies Are "Hot"

Units of a medium bombardment group have moved into Atterbury Army Air field, their B-26
Marauder bombers and air crews arriving at the field Thursday afternoon after a flight from their

home base.

The units are expected to remain here temporarily while engaging in routine training, the base
public relations officer stated.

The B-26 Marauders are the first combat planes to be based here in several weeks and are
similar to the planes which arrived here with units of another medium bombardment group last
September.

Bigger than Freeman Planes.

The B-26 is a twin-engine, medium bomber now in action on almost all of the war fronts. These
based at the local field are olive drab and also may be distinguished from the AT-10 training



planes from Freeman field, Seymour, by their long glass-encased nose. The B-26 is almost
three times the size of the silver twin-engine training planes used by the Freeman cadets.

Commander of the group is Col. Richard T. Coiner, Jr. who is expected to be here only part of
the time. Executive officer for units at the local field is Maj. Franklyn E. Ebeling. Other
commanders are Maj. Robert M. McLeod and Maj. Kenneth C. Dempster.

A constant stream of the AT-10 training planes from Freeman field roared over the city as the
cadets landed and took off again from the Walesboro auxiliary flying field.

Also in the air were the B-26's from Atterbury Army Air field as the boys put their larger
mounts through night paces.

Former WWII B-26 pilot, George Parker, Founder and Past President of the B-26 Marauder
Historical Society, said the 397th Bombardment Group (Medium) is the unit written about in
the Evening Republican Newspaper, now The Republic. This unit was at the Atterbury
Army Air Field during WWII.

According to George Parker, this was a training exercise for this Squadron - the 596th. The
aircraft for his mission was a Martin B-26C. His flight log had these entries:

= January 6, 1944-Martin B-26C Sqgdn (596th) to Atterbury with regular Crew. This flight
was from Hunter Field (Savannah, GA)-Atlanta-Nashville-Columbus, Ind. 4:10 hrs
January 7, 1944-Crew #2 local flight Martin B-26C 2 hrs.

January 8, 1944-Atterbury to Vichy, MO 2 hrs.

January 9, 1944-Vichy-Columbia MO-Atterbury 2 hrs

January 10, 1944-Mission #106, Crew #2 Atterbury-Nashville, Tenn.-Atterbury 3:35hrs
January 11, 1944-Atterbury Fld-Woodbury, Tenn.-Atterbury 3:35 hrs

January 12, 1944 Lt. R. Jones and crew #2 Atterbury-Tallahoma, Tenn.-Atterbury
4:10 hrs



The original crew in training — L to R: George Parker, Lloyd
Shoemaker, George Hofmann, Danny Peebles, Unknown, Unknown

90+ missions into the war, George Parker (kneeling center) and the Missouri Mule Il had seen
several crew member changes as shown in the following photographs. (Note: each vertical bomb
silhouette just below the pilots window represent a single mission).




January 4, 1943 — Atterbury Air Base

This is B-26B-55 Missouri Mule Il crew: George W. Parker, pilot; Floyd Hurstle Shoemaker,
co-pilot; John B. Cartmill, bombardier; Danny Peebles; Robert N. Mink, engineer: Michael
Joseph Garvie, crew chief; Don W. Billings, radio; John T. Brewer, armorer; Charles E.
Franzwick, assistant crew chief.

George W. Parker has been very helpful in furnishing information to the museum about the B-
26 aircraft and crews who were at Atterbury Army Air Field. According to his records, they
flew B-26C models to Atterbury and picked up new B-26B-55's at Hunter Field which their
group flew to England.

Pictured in the photographs below are three of the officers mentioned in the newspaper story.
These three are deceased.

Photographs credit: Marauder Historical Society.



Colonel Richard T. Coiner, 397th
Bombardment Group

Major K. C. Dempster, 397th
Bombardment Group

Major Robert McLeod, 397th
Bombardment Group

S o

Richard F. Weltzin, USAF (Ret.) former 397th Bombardment Group member
remembers being at Atterbury Army Air Field for a short time. " 7he weather was bad.

We were not used to flying in snow, light freezing rain, etc. | do remember going back to
McDill. | was aircraft commander and flew in and out of light snow, low clouds and we
had bad carburetor heaters so [ lost an engine, got it going and lost the other and made

an emergency landing half way home. Made it OK the next day.”
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i ALR VAR ~ Once again Berlin reeled under new Britlsh and Amcrican attacks.
In four nights the heavies loosed 6,000 tons of bombs on the alresdy smolde P

ing and staggering capitols

Weather snd new fainting tacties kept-allied

losses low, made bombing more effective,

Blectricity has been cut off, com-

munications hopelessly d srupted, food is very searce.

The forces coatinue

their relentless drive for the total obliteration of this once proud capitol.
THE SEAS - Recent naval victories in the North Atlantic sent the 26,000 %on
German battleship "Scharnhorst" and 5 destroyers.go.the bottom, The former
was an all British show; no plhnes vwere invelved. The destroyers, hovwever,
were trapped-by British naval units and subjected to o terrific attack,
They were finished off by Americsn fliers, Importance: The convoy route
to Murmunsk has been relieved of a tremendous threat; naval defen®es have
been weakened for the ilnvasion; supply route to England is less costly,
chant shipping losses continue to drop; more subs are being sunk,
seas, as elsewhere, the Germans had another dreadful weeky THE GENLRAL

Ge reral Eiessnhower and Montgomery are back in Esmgland. S0 are most of the
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staff»/vhi?h landed the allies in North Africa, drove the Nazis from the de- T

sert, Sicily and Italy. Their pur.
pose: To direct the cross-channel
invasion from England. Before the
press, Generals Ike and Monty wers
put on the spot; they had to defend
the slowness of the Italian campaign,
They admitted losses were heavy, pro-
grogs slow, tut defended its strete-
gic value. Both were extremely hope- '
ful, predicted victory in 1944, MNeanw|
while all England is seething with in-
vasien rumors, Porty thousand new
landing barges have been ordered, All.
my reasonably be sure that the zero
hour for the big push is near at hand,’
General Arnold alsc spoke encouraging |
words last week. - He traced the stupens
dous growth ef the Army Air Fosees
from 17,000 officers and men in 1941
to 2,385,000 in 1944, About the Wary,
he.seid, in brief: "Attack on Japan
will not te seen, must be ce#stly: ne*ctl
fow months may scé ‘the ILuftwaffe bea’c—i
on to the ground; plane production rat
continues to imx‘ease- Japs destroyecl

on the j
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- Some /of the boys
in fhe Brs6 Detach- ( J
ment’, have been vioh-
doring when Cple
#piamond Jim" Barber
is poing t0 win a DOLLAR. :

His wife wants to know what the'boys".

_meen vhen they call him "FIVE CARD
MONTY", Whatts the story Jimmie Boy$

3 _— -

WK

last week,

Do you think Cple Cooper will ever |
get the Mcss Hull painted??e?997%%

Some people Say - Ho and S/Sgt, 7 !
do a good Job at th¢ bar in the P, |

X, Do yow knowp

Is Doc going to 1ot that 5/8gt in
Medies teke his dark-haired girl
from Hollywood away from him?

Whaet was the nane of the Scilor who chased Albertine out
of Chicagn and m’vde hm comc back to camp one day early

Wonder when Ded.
Bruno and that |
certaln Columbtus
Bolle are going !

to nome the day. !

Do you think Murano has reached that
Section 16 he has 'oeen talklng about?

e

I wonder how Geo,
Anderson & Robbins
are making out with
the Stock in the
Pu.X,

Bolomey is gettJ. ng ready to marry in February? Come on,
Cecil, glve us the 1oW-d0WNleseseseossl understand Rush-~ |
ville bed,t us by 30 points. Docs it moan thet much dif- l

We hata to see MeK. arney go to Salt Lnke Cl‘cy...Good 1uck
Ole Kidl Remember there is 2. Mormon TieWs evamsamars o » oevera 8

It is rumo:;ed
that pvt. Perking
put in for Offi-
cers Candidate -
School againe. vee

Who mll help the
Mess Sgt. guard

the Lemon Bxtract
while Cpl. Barnett
does K.,P, since
there is a short-
age of liquoy ~~ '
Isn't there pate
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The Operations Officer is really on
the ball -~ even when he leaves the
Field ~ he operates,

e Y [ —

There is no truth to the rumor that Lt, "Gabby" Britton
and Lt. "Weeping Warrior" Ain had to aaswer by endorse=

1338

8 81 8
Pvte Carpenter gf
the Chaplain's
officc, and Pvte.

" Prentice of the S:.gnal
T Office rate by taking two
beautiful young ladies to chow
What have they got that
we other fellews in Hcaddquartors
havcn't got? Lucky G ;yst

Who is the fecllow
in 304th who won't
bear arms but goes
home on furlough to
shoot rabbitwg

It is rumored McKcarney is about to
become & Mormon.

- e b

Cpl. Tesclskl seems
to have turned over
a new leaf, He was
seen courting the
same g1l rl two nights
in a row., (Sat., and
Sunday night ).

P Y

Vhy does Pvt.Stevens
strut like & oeawm
cock when leaving
the infirmary on or
about the 15th and -
30th of each month?

—— et vme e e e - -

Don't be surprised if Character BRUNO
springs forth with fast cadence in
Jitter-bug in the dally classes at

B - .

The reason that Lt,

Fradin has been 100km

ing so glum lately,

is that he earns a

living by "Lcoking "
down in the mouth",

i P

ment for the "White Snow" SN0W 5T0MecssesescecsesS0 the Finance Department

shar t-sheets those days - "HIM--ALL" and "TIB" :

Will someone tell me hew &
vhen the cost is so high%

l‘e on the wa r-path.-..........-.

=R S B

High Ronking PoF.C. can live at the St, Denis Hotel
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VA
Tired of losing close ones, our boys

did it up good Thursday night at

Rushvi 1le. With.six playcrs able %o

moke the trip because of transportas ;
tion shortage , they faced the iottest
team they have encountered all season.
Playing on a "band-box" floor the

boys were lost as Rushville ran rough -~
shod in the last five minutes for &
7138 decision. Hitting the ceils
ing vith several of their shots tho
"Plyers" were helpless as the boys o
from Rushville hit. them from all A
angles, This was the second time the !

_two teams have faced each other, the

Air Base gaining a 46-44 docision ‘here
in the first encounter, o
On Thursday night, Jenuary 13th, a
double-header is on the monu. Camp
Atterbury is coming here for a tussle o
with our Bas¢ team at 8:00 o'clock, i
In a preliminary attraction o squad i
from the bomb group vill be host to ¥
the Curmins Engine in what should be !
a very intercsting game, The Atter-
bury team is psced by Jerxy Steiner, < v
a former college star vwho was rated
one.of the outstanding college players <
A very good game .
should result and the evening should ’
produce some good basketball.
On Tuesday, Jonuary 18th, the Frank-
1in team is scheduled to show here,
Opponents of the Air Base team have
had nothing but prailse for the shov
ing of Clyde Young, our 6 £%, 3 inch
center. Clyde's work under ew;hcr
basket makes him contlnually one of
the most valuable men on the floor,
On the defense, he is the best around,
and in addition is our second high-
est point man,’ ' '
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Glyde hails from Ohio, perfarming for
3 years with M rietta Colloge, vhere
in his scnior year, he coptained tho
cage squad.

The new Volley ball league gt under
way Vednesday night with the 1035th
teamy captcaned by Creepy Libensore
ger, vinniang from the 396th Bombers
in two very closely contested gemes,
The Base Squadron gained a forfeit
when the 597th failed to appears

On Friday night the Base took a
walloping from the 596th in two
styraight., The Headquorters - 1035th
gomes was postponede

e

CYMULSIUM  SCHETULE
Sed. Jan. 12 :
Gym will close at 7:00 P,I,
8:00 PM -~Dance for Enlisted
Thurs, Jan. 13
7:00 P Bosketball
Bombers vs Cummins Engine
8:00 PM Basketball
Base Team vs Freeman Field
Frie Jdine 14
" G440 PY Volleyball
" B96th vs Bomb HAgs.
7:156 PM Volleéyball
Base HAgs. vs 597th Bomb
8:00 P Volleyball
Bomb League Basketball
Set. Jan, 15
Open periods.
Sun, J.n. 16
Onen periods.
Mon, . Jan, 17 i
6:30 PM Volleyball ‘ nE
Bomb Ha vs 1035th L
7:15 -~ Bzse HQ vs Bese Sadn, :
_ 8:00 » Bomb Lesgue B.sketball i
Tue, Japn 18 - - 5 £
Open periods,

Men. g




d - OHE GANG'S ALL HLRE
Alice Faye-James Ellison

ko - THE GHOST SHIP

Richard Dlx~Edith Barret‘a
-~ SWING FEVER ,
. Koy Kyser-Merilyn Maxwell
~ SONG OF RUSSIA
: Rob't,Teylar-Susan Beters
~ NO TIME FOR LOVE
. Claudette CGolbert-F. Mc.MUrray
~ TESTINATION TOKYO
gary Grant-J.GorfieldeA Hele

N2

1, In the old days, what & d people
call. the telephone operator?

2. My, Flanagen married a mannequin.
The mannequints namé was Hannigan,
VWien Flanagan married the mannequin
_hgmed Hannigan, e bought her a rame-
“kKn, Novw what did Mr. Flanagan duy.
for, 1215 1ittle m@nneg_u:n-ﬂam:gm—

" Tambiking?

3,  Chances are that the Moyor of:
Vashington, D.C. will never be in-
vited to $he White House for lunch,
Why note . B

4, If an enlisted man in our Navy
was walking dswn the street ia Nuples
and met Gonersl Montgomery of the
British Army, would he be expcoted .
_to salute him® .

5. ‘fhat 18 & heptastich?

6, OCalamity Jane wes a pistol-packin?

. mama of the 1870fs, tut what was her

occupati on?

7. Whose picture apf;ears on every
eigays tte package? | 4.
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.and this and that casting

., CEARLAIN'S CORER

What is the Chaplalng His- duties
about for
and being
to the ofw
as to ways
@ fficulties

ways and means of serving
helpful to you men, Come
fice md make suggestions
we can help, Unload yowr
here, 100,

.1t has been suggested, a good o
sugge sti on, that we have 2 Bible shudy.
The Chaplain announces that he will
meet any and all men who wish to Join
in an informal forum d&scussion and
study. Lot us say 1900 on Tuesday
e ginning 17 Jonuary 1944,

The 1230 hour is being tried out
for the Protestant Vorship., Ve were
pleased wi th the attendance last Sun-
day. . Ve question whether that hour
is better than the other, by the row.
sponse, If you like this later hour
come out next Sunday and let us know -
by. your presence.

BELLGIOUS-SERVICE ~ ~

Pretostant - Sunday 1230
Oetholic = Sunday 1030

.,/V v r

Fc&-‘ AN zwmwc o
4

1 Central..’

2, A tmall baking dish.

3., Woshington, DuC, has no mayor.
4, Yes. Wot required, but exvectaed.
5. 4 poem of seven lines Or verses.
6, She was a "glrl scout" - fightihg

Indians with Goneral Custer, She
saved the 1ife of a Capt. Egan in
© the Battle in Pcwder River Coua~’
“try., She also carried mail for
the privately operated Pony Express.
Te Ie Wl‘ct Ciinton's.

J imvusm m /(lf' /'{ALL.

FU/\/




The Fighting 596th Ground Forces ar-

 yived at Atterbury Army Air Base 3rd

o

January 1944 at 0330 and were greet-
ed by slush and a sleet storme..c.ees
long befare Zero Hour ocur forees were
firmly entrenched in the P.X.

*
The only casualty suffered in the
movement was having "Field Marshall"
Boucher lose his voice vhich was very

much appreciated by the enlisted per~ -

sonnel, .
; * * . *
our Adjutant, Lt. Morton, returned
from leave on the 4th,several inches
larger around the waist. Was it due
to 1i<1uid refreshments Lt.?

%
A certain Surgeon of the 596th who
was 80 hanpy to be in God's Country

saw a pool covered with ice and while

trying to slide across it made a
point lahding. Since thgt time- 1t -
has been known to membeis of the
596th as Kennard Poole :
* * *
The Air Fohelon of the B96th are now
trying to requisition new zippers for
their B~4 and parachute bags after
packing and unpacking twice dai ly for
four days at Hunter Field while wal b=
ing for the Ground BEchelon to s&vweep
and salt the runways in Indian8.seees
% * *
During his stay at Huater Field -
what well known S/3gt. of the Air
Behelon thought himself & second Joe
Louis and tackled not one, but three .
MePo'8... Cressesesien

P.S, =~ Ask him vho won?
% *®

coccescacoas ¥e o0

*

Acecording to the latest rumors and
common gossip Opl. ''.T.Clarke of the
Arm, Dept. is still holding down 1st

place as the #1 Morale Buildsr of the

59Bthecesseues Ino,.dcn'tl‘y, WOflder if”
the P.X, could be the reason for Yhe

‘hot wires between here and Sllis'bury

for more cashl 3“

*

V»’henever the "’/Sgt. from Eng, and the

8/8et. Gunner get together on who
owns Weat oigar and vhy?eee? '

244

.+ ster 15 really getting in fine shape

ZLESZS _
597TH BOMB_SQUADRO
They came, they saw, and they wers it

pressed mth the Air Base at Oolun\bus. :

Many .of the men including our Sgte
MRed" Horgan have deci ded to become
thirty year men providing they can do':
it all at this fi€ldecocascac

% *

What Captam with the initials J.Me

BRI N 3

18 slowly but surely becoming a valk-

ing and talking @dd for Fuller Brush

Products? And sypeaking of brushes,

have you seen the First Spt's Crop?
* * *

Reliéve~it~or-not (Apologies to Rip=~
ley) but many of the men in the 597th

have seen their, first saov here....u'
* *x *

Your mah Friday understands thst mény -

of the nfficers and EM of the 527th .

are impersonating newly launched ships -.

‘being christened by the racoon "Micky"

who mayany day now turn into the main
course of a six course dinner..-.....,
* * ¥

Congrats to Capt, Pembertonm.yep, he o

just made it, You can't keep & good'
man downe Our congratula.tlons too
go to lst Lte Kovwalsky who has just
traded gold for silver, (Bars})..wees
5 * * L < 0
We ‘hear that T/Sgt. Bill Moore réally
did his :best at the dental survey, Oh
Yah} Says 1St Sgt Aﬂde!‘SOng ee s “'.'. -y i
M .
Have you notlced Jude ‘Donahue's new
figurey He sure is putting on welght
since his recent marriage., Mrs, Don-
ahue must be g wonderful cook. our

congrats to you.
* * . = ¥

The new P.T. program is fool 'proof..'".k,.\

saw Lt. Gathof, our Adjutent, hard at,
1%, .“hat chance do the rest of us =
.have?50000l5°.l0'..'.’. I.

* * *

Spesking of P.T., we see ¥ajor, Dempw

teuesescrnnOte

since he has taken up the manly art of: ._

gelf-dofence, It seems our pet racoon
"Micky' can't resist daily bouts with
him, especially when he has on his ...
Wolverine lined parke.. Must hw& I:Let
love at first. sighte ee




E97¢h - (Cont'd)

| 596th  (Cont'd) . :

Weleome back to the chow line you S/Sgt. Halterman is walking around ..
erderly room pencil pushers, There with his right hand bandsged and he
48 no service olub here so hope you still insists a box fell on itesces

1ike 2ur Ge I, ChoWeeeeedlso noticed Speaking of mishaps, have you notieed
5/8gt. Garner's new "Mouse"g These

..is the remarkable increase in the :
Cappetite of §/Sgt. Migura due to bet- doors are always in the wayliillll
ter meals or the absence of female % * *
KeP.'s whose adoring glances kep?t That's all for now, see you all next -
him so flustered that he usually We 8Ke N
sceescseePRPDY ’

s oame out hungriey than he enteredses
i * * %
XS

T

‘Since Friday morning after reading
. Bpeciel’ Order No. 2, Capbt. Acton has been valking around all SmiléSassesesWo

- ‘onderstand that two of our Lts, have been on detail in town checking up on tele~
- phone numters,..sbusiness and othervise cc.s.eeeS8t. Johnson and Cpl, Thorpe left
yesterday to see the sights (Feminine} in Indianapolissesesssssltl Birnbatm ang
Rogenthal are doing well for. themselves teaching the other officers new games,
"(Wnich they invent).eeeesseSeems as $hough Msj. MeCleod really showed the boys
something about shooting when ¥ went out on a gunnery mission and strutted his
stuff from a turret, :
* * * * * *
SPECIL AL SERVICESe:coenssceveaThe 397th Bomb Group Bask thall Team played and
won their first game of the season las% Thursday night when they defeated the
strong Dlesel - Cummins Five of Columbus by the score of 35-31, The game ended
T a fe at the ehd of “Yeguldtion $ine but Beckbr of the 596th Sadn, put the
ame on ice in tHe overtime by garnering 5 points, The folloving participated
#‘or the 397th: Capt. Huoghes, Lts. Porker, Mohlum, Oclahan, Swetzrock, Fleisher,
kels, and Sgts. Becker, Fink, and Willmore, :

Tuesday, 11 Junuary, the 397th Officers will tangle vith the 397th EM.esssecass
The winner to play the Cumins-Diesel Tuam on Thursday 13 Jamuary 1944, -

o GAGQUE STANDLY ’ .
EM BASKETBALL IEAGUE ‘ OFSL CLRS VOLLLYBALL IBAGUE

o ¥ L o W

59'”_11,Am...,..-.. 1 1 520 : Gp Hie 4 L ICL ¥ 3

Eg?‘ﬁhEl * 'SP 82000 0cooe 1 o l.ooo 5
e e rer x'g........ & 0 1,000 i 53'{“—1 Bf SU_ ]_ U 1 2 3

596th CO;d.Rm...., 1 0 1,000 596th-B= $:r0cuns . .BBU IL.

5 Maessasse L 0 1,000 b_ ¢ B%eciaeses 0 2 +000 ;

6g§th Am""-..o 11 « 500 Bese HCJ“""'“"" 11 + 500 e

. th Engoe.'.... 0 1 'OOO

596th Ol‘d.‘ R’”- e 0 1 QOOO c

597th Comtie.vees, 0 2 000 ' _ .

Lk ) * - & % i
* *

o Mae B9%th Saua ' ! » .
morning at 5:;3%}03%3“% fﬁal;; of the H-edmarters D:tachme nt.arrived here y
e AR 1igbi train in a cold drizzling rain marcléir; 'wﬁﬂd"?y
Brsonnel, The 597th gu S on and the fires going nicely, Tine £ e Das
ronnsl, Suuadron arrived heye & dné sday mornil,lg mdgl@{f‘ E}? Bas
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GUARD'S PREDICTIONS

Everyone in the Cuard Sguadron
will get a rating or a hash
mark - can't lose on this bet,

The Job of K,P, will receive

a new classification number =
everyone can't be pilots and

bombadiers, - '

4 copy of Hoyles Rules on game..

bling will be issued to every .
new man entering the Squadron,

There will be at least three
shotgun marriages and an equal
number of trips to Reno,

That most of the men will bte
able to wear Theater of Oper-
ations' Ribbons before the
end of the year,

The first month of the yealr
will produce more Latrinograms
than the other eleven put to=-
-gethery : ; ;

That more men will go to Chureh
realizing that if you expect
help from up above, you must
be "Up Above" others yourselfs.

. That the "smoke" conditions on
the post will take at least
one year off everyone's 1ife
if it don't take you away al-
together,

That civilians will replace
ernlisted men on many Jobs,
soldiers are now doing - or
can they?

ANSWERS.
L. Veronlca Lake,
T2, Chiang Kai-Shek, -

- e e ww ew W ew o W e ae W e e

FLASHILS

Now that the air oorg:has ‘taken
over the Sub-Depot, the quésw
tion is, Will the gub~Depot
actually be taking over the
field when a certaln “General"
pulls 0,D,?

The mystery of the Officer's
Club is why HE-ALL loves the
joker, when It Is obvious that
this love is not returned, in
faet, friend Joker seems %o
shun HIM-=ALLs

— e oy oo v awa e v e e T W P

PROVERES

Be brave, my .son, and let who
will be clever,

4 little pet is soon hot,

» A @rowning man will clutch{: at

a straw,.

i bold attack is half the
vattle, .

an ounce of discretion is
worth a pound of wity

EUI;
1,066 is a description of a

movie actress, .Can you name
her?
With flowing locks
Her gaze she blocks, -
and cuts in half
The sight she hath,

2,300sevelt, Churchill, stalln

& Chiang Kei-Shek are now known
as "The Big Four" - Churchill 4
is the oldest - which 1s the

youngest? -

FUBLLSHED 5Y SPECIAL SERVIGE TEPARTVENT - LT VB, TRMON, SPECIAL SERVICE OFFI
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The following publication was issued in late 1943 at the conclusion of the 397" Bombardment

Group’s stateside training. It is forwarded with a personal message to the airmen from Colonel
Richard T. Coiner.
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307*BOMB. GROUP

Forty-five years from now,
the gray-haired wonder-veteran of
Vorld Var II and veteran of the
397th Bombardment Group (Medium)-
will sit back in the comfort of his
fireside chair and tell his grand-
children the story of the 397th and
his vpersonal exploits in the war
that will then be difficult chapters
in a child's history book.

He will probably do this after
an inquiring youngster has asked a-

k- bout the picture of the B-26 in his

history book and the picture has
- brought a gleam of memory in the

0ld man's eyes.

And though he won't remember
everything, he will remember some
of the things in the story that be-

- gins with a day in April, 1943.

The day was April 20, 1943 and
the place was MacDill Field, Flori-
da -- the date and place of activa-
tion of the 397th Bombardment Group.
Coming together were a2 few men and
a name, the skeleton of a new unit
of medium bombers employing the B-26
Martin Marauwder. Captain Bertram E,
Solomon was Group Commander.

. A month later,the date was My
12, the first cadre of enlisted men
came to the 397th from the 2lst Bomb
Group at MacDill. Three days later
the few planes and men of the Group
were at Orlando,Florida at the Army
Air Forces School of Applied Tac-
tics, learning the +techniques of
battle and tasting simulated war-
fare. In a month they were back at
MacDill. v

More men appeared and more.

planes and the 397th was more than &

name. Summer found the Group es-
tablished in its own hangars at Mac-
Dil1l and the four Squadrons -- 596th,
597th, 598th,and 599th -- developing
into a battle of the air ——— — —

as the summer progressed each man
was rehearging for his role in the
future. '

A succession of commanders had
come to the Group. Captain Solomon
had been replaced by Major Ross
Freeman. Major Frank L.Wood was the
next commander,then Major Rollin M.
Winingham. Lt. Colonel John F. Bat-
jer was next in line.And in October
there came the present commander,
Colonel Richard T. Coiner, Jr.

The Group moved to Avon Park,
Florida and the Avon Park Bombing
Range on October lith, Another
month of training passed and the
Group went to a new station, Hun-
ter Field, Georgia.
that change was November 1.

More missions, more extensive
training and the child of April was
becoming a man. There were maneuv-
ers at Dale Mowbry Field in Florida

-and Atterbury Field at Columbus,

Indiana, and the Squadrons of the
397th figured in these. And now the
story comes back to Hunter Field., .
This was just the begimning of
the story that the grandfathers of
the 397th would have to tell.It was.
just a portion. There will be more

later.
by Cpl Bud Johnson

The date of

-



MEN, OF THE 397 % —

In this, the final issue
of the Bomburst to be published
within the continental limits
of the United States, I hope
that each of you will find &
permanent memento of his serv-
ice in the Group before going
to war, I have énjoyod work-
ing with you, and I hope you
have enjoyed working with me.
See you later!

iy
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Front row, left to right: Lt. Sam H. Morton,
Adjutant; Major Robert M. McLeod, Commanding;
Capt. Forest W, Acton, Executive. Second row:
Lt. Byron R. Eells, Supply; Capt. Richard F.
Weltzin, Operations; Capt. John H. Kennard,
Surgeon; Capt. Robert H.Erskine,Intelligence.




Froni row, left to right: Capt. Paul W. Vereen,
Executive; Lt, Col. Frank L. Vood, Commanding;
Capt. Raymond Berger, Operations; Second row:
Capt. Solomon Sherry, Surgeon; Capt. Lloyd WV,
Gilmore, Intelligence; Lt. John S. Gathof, Ad-
Jutant; Lt. Nathan Kowalsky, Engineering.




Front row: Capt. G. D. Hughes, Ass't. Operations;
Lt. J. F. Haupt, Jr, Ordnance; Lt. C. H.Schultz,
Weather; Lt. H. C. Beck, Jr, Photo Interpretor;
Capt. E. W. Udick, Navigation; Capt. E. G.Morrow,
Engineering; Capt. C. S. Funderburk,Supply; Chap-
lain C. R. Comfort, Jr; Lt. R. J. Wood, Orienta-
tion; Capt. F. E. Seale, Jr, Armament; Capt. J.M.
Lynch, Statistical; Lt. D. Weinberg, Jr, Ass't.
Statistical.

Second row: Capt. J. A. D'Andrea, Special Service:
Capt. W. Rafkind,Communications; Maj. R.L.McCollum,
Surgeon; Maj. K. C. Dempster,Operations; Lt. Col.
R. M. Winingham, Deputy Commender; Col. Richard T.
Coiner, Commanding; Maj. F. E. Ebeling, Execuvive;
Maj. K. R. Majcrs, Adjutant; Maj. T. E. McLeod,

Intelligence; Lt. J. M. Snow, Photography. Not
present: Maj. W. D. Snyder, Jr, Bombardier; Capt.
M. R. Geegoline, Dental; Lt. A.L. Mahlum, Ass't.

Specisl Service; Lt. T. S. Timberlake, Ass't In-

telligence; Mr. M. P. Merivether,Ass't Engineering.
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Front row, left to right: Capt. Frederick R.
Black,Executive; Major Franklin S.Allen, Jr.,
Commanding: Capt. Fred F., Bronson,Operations.
Second row: Capt. Eugene J. Boyd, Flight Sur-
geon; Lt., Charles H. Cooke, Intelligence; Lt.
Dwight Lowe, Engineering; Lt. Albert Carr,Sup-
ply; Lt. James P. Foulk, Adjutant.




Front row; left to right: Lt. Robert C. Hub-
bard, Supply; Capt. Maurice Hamilton, Opera-
tions; Capt. Gordon C.Hamilton, Intelligence;
Capt. Glenn L. Judson, Surgeon. Second row:
Major Lloyd A. Kuhns, Executive:; Major Eugene
H. Berkenkamp, Commanding; Lt. Jack A.Little-
john, Adjutant.




Front row: 1st Sgt. A. L. Migura, 59%th; 1lst
Sgt. A. Anderson, 597th; Sgt. I. W.Harrington,

598th; 1lst Sgte. A. A. Vitech, 599th. Second

row: S/Sgt. J. F.Horgan, 597th; S/Sgt.J. Eisen,
596th; Sgt. Major J. C. Hardy, Group Hq; T/Sgt.
J. R. Calaberia, Group Hq; S/Sgt. S. P.Hessel-

bart, 599th. 1st Sgt. R. J. Curran, 598th,ab-

sent at teking of picture.
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: One of the great men of this
country was William Allen White.
He once said, "I am not afraid of
tomorrow. I have seen yesterday,
and I love today." We love life
and we have owr enthusiasms too.
What would you think about if you
had sixty seconds to live? Most
of us would be thinking about our
yesterdays. Rushing across the
screen of the mind would be the
yesterdays of which we were proud
and pleased. We would have visions
of home, loved ones, and friends.
Many memories of joyous places and
people would flash on one after the
other. There also would be a gulp
of shame for the sins and fallures
of yesterday. They would be crowd-
ed, concentrated seconds indeed.
Now experience is a great teach-
er but we are more excited about
the experiences of our tomorrow
than about those of our yesterday.
¥e are upon the threshold of a new
adventure. Curiousity mingles with
anticipation. How do we face these
unknown thrills? To say we are
afraid is not necessarily cowardly.
The sense of fear is necessary for

. Editor -- Cpl. R. G. Nemoff

Lt. J. M. Snow

"BOMBURST STAFF —-

Capt. J. A. D'Andrea, Officer in Charge S
Associates --

M/sgt. J. C. Hardy, S/Sgt. C. McFarland, Cpl. C. Johnson
Photography ----

it makes us use due care. The cow-
ard runs away. But we face ouwr
tomorrow as brave men should. Put
your faith in God and permit His
power to make tomorrow magnificent.
Then you will win a personal viec-
tory and we will win the war.

But consider that we, each one,
love today. Life is precious to
us. We do not absent-mindedly nor
carelessly put life in unnecessary
danger. Uncle Sam has gone all out
to protect our lives with safety
devices. We want to live now in
the todays. Yet we have taken a
section of the months and years

“out of our normal career to- give
We are  also giv- -

to our country.
ing all we have to the future of
our loved ones and of ourselves,

No man can isolate todsy from to-
morrow for what we achieve today

will influence tomorrow. Life is
wrapped up in a bundle. "Whogoever
shall lose his life for my sake
shall find it." Yesterday, today,
and tomorrow: each has its apecial
importance -- but this is our day,
Let every 397th man do his part.

Artist -- Sgt. V. Sindoni

Sgt. 4. P, Cullen
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Heavy action was underway in the European, Pacific and China/India/Burma theatres. These
trainees were now ready to roll.




